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Avian First Aid
August 1

August 1, 2010
(3:30-5:30pm)

Topic:
Avian First Aid

Location:
McLean Government Center

The program for this month’s meeting is a video on Avian First Aid by Dr.
Greg Burkett, a board certified avian veterinarian. In case your bird is injured,
it’s important to know what to do before you are able to reach a veterinarian
and to have some essentials on hand in case of an injury. If anyone has any
personal experiences to relate at the meeting, that would be helpful. I hope to
see you there.

The club picnic was a great success, despite gloomy weather reports.  John
and Anne Davey hosted at their lovely home.  Whatever the weather, they
were prepared!  They have a nice outdoor patio and yard out back, but since
part of the time, it was raining, we just stayed on their screened porch.  Frodo
watched from his cage and got plenty of attention.  At times, John braved the
light rain to grill the hot dogs and burgers.  A good time was had by all, with
extra entertainment provided by wild visitors to the birdfeeders.   No one
expected to see two young hawks in a nest high in a tree next door, or glimpse
a barred owl flying by!   We had good food and good company.

Helen Goth’s dentist needs to re-home his two conures. His wife has a serious
illness and they have not been able to give the conures the attention they are
used to getting.   One conure is a gold capped and is 20 years old.  The other
is a sun conure that is 4 years old.  One is a male and the other is a female. 
The female has laid infertile eggs.  The conures have never been observed
trying to mate but they are good friends and he would like to re-home them
together.  These birds are loved.  He has decided it would be better to keep
them and give them less attention than to put them in a potentially unhappy
environment.  He wants the best for his conures.  If you or anyone you know
is interested in talking to the owner about them, please contact Dr. Scott
McQuiston at his office at (703) 354-0111 or his cell at (703) 608-0218.  The
conures live in the Alexandria, VA area.

NCBC Minutes from June 6 by Wendy Ernst

Conures in Need of a New Home
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NCBC Yahoo Group
Please join us at:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/birdclubinvirginia/

The purpose of this group is to exchange information and education, and to encourage interest in pet birds, from Canaries
to Macaws. This forum is for members of the National Capital Bird Club, as well as all others. There are currently more
than 75 members of this Yahoo Group. Please join, contribute and share! Stay in the know by bookmarking this site and
visiting often. Check out the interesting links.

2010 NCBC Schedule
Meeting 

Dates 
Meeting 
Location 

Speaker Topic 

January 17, 2010 McLean 
Government Center 

Video by Barbara 
Heidenrich 

Parrot Behavior and 
Training 

February 14, 2010 McLean 
Government Center 

 Making Bird Toys on a 
Budget 

March 7, 2010 McLean 
Government Center 

Video by Barbara 
Heidenrich 

Parrot Body Language 

April 11, 2010 TBA   

May 2, 2010 DJ Feathers Aviary  Free Wing Clipping 

June 6, 2010 John Davey’s House  Annual Club Picnic 

July 11, 2010 McLean 
Government Center 

Cancelled  

August 1, 2010 McLean 
Government Center 

Video by Dr. Greg 
Burkett 

Avian First Aid 

September 12, 2010 McLean 
Government Center 

  

October 3, 2010 McLean 
Government Center 

  

November 7, 2010 McLean 
Government Center 

  

December 5, 2010 TBA  Annual Holiday Party 
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The World Parrot Trust Blue-Throated Macaw Project has been on-going since 2002 to try and prevent this
wonderful species from becoming extinct. For more on their efforts, see www.parrots.org/bluethroats

To raise funds for their efforts, they are selling a Blue-Fronted Macaw T-shirt and also Wristbands. All proceeds
directly support the Blue-throated Macaw Conservation project. Cyd Riley of Fire Fly Studio Art did the artwork
for the t-shirt.

The T-shirts are made in the USA and are 70% viscose fiber from bamboo and 30% organic cotton. They are
unbleached and natural in color. You can pre-order now. They will be available in mid-August 2010 and are $35.

http://store.wptestore.com/servlet/Detail?no=243

They are also Blue-throated Macaw wristbands in packs of 100 for $100.

http://store.wptestore.com/servlet/Detail?no=246

Blue-throated Macaw T-shirts & Wrist Bands
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Summer Song by  © John Davey, 2010

Well, it’s summertime and the living is easy.  Breezy?  (Nope!)  Wheezy?  (More like it.)  Certainly Hot and Humid!
Old Frodo Bird has already made his annual pilgrimage down to the big cage on the screened-in back porch, and he
is firmly ensconced as a denizen of the local Northern Virginia ecosystem - at least as an interested observer.

For those of you who have tuned in late, our home has a large backyard that is about half lawn and about half deep,
deep woods.  A bunch of you saw it at the Club picnic.  An old split rail fence running through those woods separates
our yard from the heavily wooded parkland that follows some up-and-down hills and valleys all the way to the
Potomac River.  The parkland wanders through the countryside, following Difficult Run (People in Virginia call our
creeks and streams “Runs.”), all the way through what used to be heavy woods and farms and what is now quickly
becoming heavily suburbanized land parcels.  There are still scads of whitetail deer in the parkland and beaver still
build ponds and dens in the runs.  To borrow a phrase, “The woods are lovely, dark and deep ….” and they abound
in all sorts of wild birds, from the smallest finches, wrens, and chickadees to some pretty large owls, vultures,
hawks, and the occasional pileated woodpecker and bald eagle.

We have a screened-in back porch that faces out onto those woods and parklands.  (That’s where we spent most of
the picnic – during the rainstorms.) It’s a nice place to sit and read or eat.  I certainly enjoy spending time on that
porch.  Frodo has a rather largish no-name parrot cage that I now keep on the porch all the time.  We fight a losing
battle with paint flaking and rust on the cage, probably an import from the Peoples’ Republic of China.  I guess we
can’t really complain.  Except for the crummy paint job, it’s a well built cage and I have yet to hear a single complaint
from Frodo.  Every fall, I haul the cage into my garage and give it a good wire brushing and a new coat of Rustoleum™
paint.  It works well.  The cage is a true parrot cage.  It has largish (bigger and stronger than a budgie cage bars)
horizontal bars that I would have to work hard to bend, so I feel that Frodo is pretty secure during the daylight
hours.  (I have just spent an entire paragraph to say that it’s a nice cage.)

So, for at least 5 months a year, Old Frodo Bird gets to spend his warm weather days in a very, very nice situation.
I haul him upstairs to a small sleeping cage in the evening, after a terrible incident with my previous birds and an
unknown predator, years ago.  As Quaker Parrot owners, we all have to make decisions about the welfare and daily
care of our parrots.  I have thought long and hard about the advantages of the fresh air and natural stimulation of
keeping Frodo on what I think is a relatively safe back porch situation – against the possible dangers that are
associated with a caged pet bird in a somewhat “wild” situation.  We all make mistakes, and I made one a number of
years ago that resulted in the death of two of my parrots at the hands (fangs) of a ruthless predator.  Since that time,
I have made adjustments and improvements in the cage and the way I keep my pet birds.  It’s all a balance.

With the deep woods behind our property, we have dozens and dozens of wild birds visiting a couple of feeders and
suet blocks that we have established near the screened-in porch.  Even with all of those visitors, I think that Old
Frodo is most interested in the pretty green Quaker in the mirror of his cage, but he does react to the various wild
bird calls.  He can do a couple of Warbler calls and he does a mean Cardinal, too.  The wild birds pay absolutely no
interest in Frodo, probably cannot see him through the animal resistant screening on the porch, and therefore I think
that for the most part, the wild birds have no interaction with Frodo, which I think is for the best.  We currently have
a nest of Red Tailed Hawks in the woods near our house.  Our birdwatcher neighbors have had us out to use some
large binoculars to see the two hawk chicks in their nest.  So, for all of the advantages of the wild areas in the
neighborhood, we also have some cold reality.  Nature is still a place where the operant rule for every wild creature
is: “Don’t get eaten!”

...continued on page 5
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I know that Old Frodo Bird is very comfortable out on the back porch in his large cage.  He is happy to get out of
his sleeping cage in the morning and hops from my finger into the cage as fast as possible.  He’s also ready to transfer
to his sleeping cage in the evening.  One of the advantages of a large cage – besides the outside stimulation - is the
sheer space for more toys than in a smaller cage.  Frodo has bunches of toys that are changed each time I wash out
the cage.  However, I think that Frodo has two special toys that are neck-and-neck contenders for his “absolute
favorite” status.  He has a three-way mirror arrangement that takes up a large amount of his time.  It’s the same sort
of three mirror arrangement that – I guess – is still available in department store dressing rooms.  There is a flat
mirror in the center and then two mirrors set at angles to the center mirror that provide generous side views of the
viewer.  Old Frodo certainly loves that pretty bird in the mirror.  He reserves that mirror toy for his quiet, sleepy
times.

The other toy that Frodo loves is a long link of pink plastic chain.  Mattie Sue Athan – the bird behavioralist – had
sent the pink chain links to us with Frodo when she sent the little orphan bird from Oklahoma, years ago.  Mattie Sue
had sent that particular toy to us, noting that it was a favorite of the bird.  Boy!  Was she spot on!  It’s just a length
of about 10 or 12 large pink plastic chain links the kind you could buy at any dollar store.  But Old Frodo Bird just
loves those pink links!  The chain links just hang from the top of the cage and drop about 12 inches into the cage
area.    Frodo will talk to the chain; he will fight with the chain; he will weave the chain through the bars of the cage;
and – this is the unusual thing - he will sit on a perch with the pink chain links draped over his back.  It’s obviously
a “lovie” for him.

I can see the talking and the fighting and the weaving, but the draping of the chain over his back is certainly an
unusual use for such a toy.  Some how, some way, that little bird has invested a lot of emotional energy into an object
that we humans would not ordinarily identify as a love object.  Old Teddy Bird, my previous Quaker, was in love
with a simple flat wood rhinoceros or hippopotamus that she had chewed into an unidentifiable blob.  Teddy Bird
had lots and lots of colorful and intricate toys, but she chose that toy as her “favorite favorite.”

Frodo, on the other hand will sit quietly and apparently happily for hours with that pink plastic chain draped over his
back and wings.  I really cannot fathom the comfort or the emotional support or the pleasure that he gets from that
series of pink chain links – but there it is!  I think that it’s notable that he likes the series of pink links.  He also has
a set of white plastic chain links, but he has no interest and no concern for that particular toy.  I do remember that a
friend – Ellen Krueger’s Quaker – Fonzie – up in Boston – has a “thing” for her pink feeding dish.  I wonder if the
color pink has something to do with the intense attraction.  I wonder if pink triggers some sort of emotional reaction
in our green and gray little Quaker dragons.

I guess that the final and probably best part of Frodo’s daily sojourn to the back porch cage is the ability that the
location gives him to interact with any and all of our human visitors.  I’ve said that the back porch is a comfortable
place to sit and linger, and during the summer months, almost all of our guests wind up out on the porch.  This gives
Frodo a built in audience for his talking and laughing escapades.  People are always amazed at how clearly he speaks
and how he seems to use words and phrases in context.  Frodo’s “Mad Scientist” cackle laugh is always a conversation
stopper.

And so the seasons continue to turn.  Before we know it, the weather will again turn cooler and the daylight hours
will slowly get shorter.  All of us are taking advantage of the warmth and the light as much as we can.  Frodo is no
different from any of us.  Life is good.

Summer Song continued from page 4
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September 17-20, 2010
The Parrot Training Retreat at Cockatoo Downs

The Parrot Training Retreat at Cockatoo Downs is a practical basic to moderate training skills event open to
anyone interested in training companion parrots. The Retreat will be four days of instruction and fun focusing on
teaching the fundamentals of positive reinforcement training for companion parrots. The goal of the Retreat is to
help you foster a positive emotional and practical relationship with your bird. We will concentrate on changing
problem situations that arise with your companion parrot in your home environment. Through the support of our
excellent teaching staff and by offering hands-on training, you will acquire the foundation needed to experience
training success with your own bird
.
Our training staff is Barbara Heidenreich, goodbirdinc.com, Sid Price, avianambassadors.com, and Pamela
Clark and Chris Shank, both of Cockatoo Downs.

As the Retreat is centered on training companion parrots you have the option of bringing your own bird to train.
There will be facilities at Cockatoo Downs to house your parrot day and night during the course of the Retreat.
As a participant you will be training your own bird, the resident parrots and cockatoos at Cockatoo Downs, and
chickens. Yes, chickens! During the course of the Retreat you will learn the fundamentals of clicker training and
chickens are excellent students on which to practice your clicker training skills.

You will learn and experience at the Retreat:

• A practical knowledge of positive reinforcement training techniques
• Changing problem behaviors of the companion parrot
• Fundamentals and skills of clicker training
• Hands-on training a variety of birds
• Lectures, video, live demonstrations, written materials
• Fun and camaraderie

Cockatoo Downs is a parrot training facility and home to our resident companion parrots and cockatoos. It is
located near Salem, Oregon on four beautiful, peaceful rural acres. As many of Cockatoo Downs’ resident
cockatoos are trained to free fly you will experience daily the exhilaration of watching and interacting with these
free-flying birds. We invite you to join us in this unique training event.

Registration for the Retreat is limited to twelve attendees. Registration fee: $995.00 (Early Bird by July 15, 2010
$895) includes all meals and the Icebreaker on Thursday evening, September 16.

Accommodations located in Dallas, OR, ten minutes from Cockatoo Downs: Best Western, 503.623.6000;
Riverside Inn, 503.623.8163.

A health examine is required for all attending parrots. Please contact Chris at cockatoodowns@gmail.com for
details.
To register for our September Retreat, http://www.cockatoodowns.com/RetreatRegistration.htm
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2010 Loro Parque 
Conventions 

 
 

In September 2010 there will be two conventions  
at the famed Loro Parque in 

Puerto de la Cruz, Tenerife, Canary Islands, Spain 
First International Convention on Conservation of Parrots 

Seventh Parrot Convention 
Plus 3 additional workshops 

 
The American Federation of Aviculture is the official US organizer 

 
 

 

ACCOMODATIONS: 

 
The 5-star Hotel Botánico will have rooms for registrants at special prices.  Other 
housing options are available in the area. 
 
HOW TO REGISTER: 

 
(AFA will send out an email when registration is available) 
Complete the form on the website of the Loro Parque Fundación and you will 
receive your confirmation by email. Put “AFA” down under “organizer” 
 

 

Special Follow-On Workshops 
 

26, 27, 28 September 2010 
 

26 Sept 2010: Hand rearing 

27 Sept 2010: Nutrition of parrots 

28 Sept 2010: Diseases, prevention, treatment 

 

For more information:  http://loroparque2010.homestead.com/index.html 
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First International Convention on Conservation of Parrots:   
Science, Policy and Practice 
 

20 - 22 September 2010 
Hotel Botánico 

Puerto de la Cruz  
Tenerife, Spain  
Presented by 

LORO PARQUE FUNDACIÓN  
 

The presentations will be translated simultaneously into English or Spanish respectively. 
 

Speakers 
 
 
Dr Robin Bjork       Dr Katherine Renton 
Principal Scientist, Conservation Sciences Program  Senior Researcher 
SalvaNATURA       Chamela Biological Station, Institute of Biology 
El Salvador       Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico 
        Mexico 
 
Dr Donald Brightsmith,      Dr Jörn Theuerkauf   
Research Assistant Professor     Research Scientist 
Schubot Exotic Bird Health Center,    Museum and Institute of Zoology, 
Department of Veterinary Pathobiology    Polish Academy of Sciences 
Texas A&M University      Poland 
United States 
 
Dr Nigel Collar       Dr Jorgen Thomsen 
Research Fellow in Conservation Biology   Director of Conservation and Sustainable 
Development 
Birdlife International and University of Cambridge  The MacArthur Foundation 
United Kingdom       USA 
 
Indira Dayang Lacerna-Widmann    Dr Paul Salaman 
Program Manager,      Conservation Director, World Land Trust-US, 
Philippine Cockatoo Conservation Program   USA 
Chief Operations Officer, Katala Foundation 
Philippines 
 
Dr Stuart Marsden      
Reader in Conservation Ecology     Dr David Waugh 
Applied Ecology Group,      Director, Loro Parque Foundation, 
Department of Environmental & Geographical Sciences  Spain 
Manchester Metropolitan University 
United Kingdom 
 
Alonso Quevedo      Dr Thomas H. White, Jr.   
Director General, Fundación ProAves    Wildlife Biologist 
Colombia       U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
        Puerto Rico 
 

For more information: http://loroparque2010.homestead.com/ScienceConvention.html 
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Seventh International Parrot Convention 
 

22 - 25 September 2010 
Taoro Convention Center, Puerto de la Cruz 

and 
Magma Convention Center, Adeje 
Tenerife, Canary Islands, Spain 

Presented by 
Loro Parque and Loro Parque Fundacion 

 
 

The presentations will be translated simultaneously into English or Spanish respectively. 
 
 

Speakers Topic 
  
Dr. Franz Robiller Reminiscence of Dr. Romuald Burkard 
Dr. Matthias Reinschmidt Breeding rare parrots at the LPF 
Rafael Zamora Innovations in Parrot keeping 
Dr. Irene Pepperberg Cognitive and communicative abilities of Grey Parrots 
Olivier Chassot Great Green Macaw conservation in Costa 
Jos Hubers Care and breeding of lories 
Dr. Petra Wolf Parrot nutrition 
Eric Anthonise Commercial parrot breeding in the USA 
Mauricio Herrero Blue-throated Macaw conservation in Bolivia 
Simon Jensen Group breeding of some parrot species 
Roland Seitre The world’s best sites to watch and photo parrots 
Juan Cornejo Captive-breeding of parrots in Mexico 
Heiner Müller Parrot health management 
Matt Baird Breeding of Australian parrots 
Dr. Yara Barros Conservation of Spix’s and Lear’s Macaws 
Xavier Viader Care and breeding of African Grey Parrots 
Alan Lieberman Translocation and conservation of Rimatara Lorikeets 
Dr. David Waugh Saving parrots from extinction 

  
 

For more information: http://loroparque2010.homestead.com/ParrotConvention.html 


