











Another grant will be given to the US non-profit
organization the Indonesian Parrot Project for their
conservation efforts on behalf of the recently re-
discovered Abbott's cockatoo, the rarest of the 4
subspecies of yellow crested cockatoo. The Abbott's
cockatoo was thought to be extinct until recently
researchers from the Indonesian Parrot Project and
their collaborators with Konservasi Kakatua Indonesia
rediscovered a small number of individuals of the
species on the small island of Masakambing in the
Java Sea.

Project Abbotti efforts include working with local
authorities to interdict trapping and smuggling;
promotion of pride, education, and conservation
awareness among the adults and schoolchildren of
Masakambing; and provision of alternative,
sustainable sources of income to former parrot
trappers.

More information:

Rediscovery of the Abbott's cockatoo: http://www.wildlifeextra.com/go/news/abbotts-cockatoo.html

Website of the Indonesian Parrot Project: http://www.indonesian-parrot-project.org/

Learn more about these projects atthe AFA website www.afabirds.org and follow the link to the 2009
Avian Research Grants Program, or go directly to
http://www.afabirds.org/2009AvianResearchGrants.shtml

All funds for the Avian Research Grants come from specially designated donations from AFA's
members and friends. No monies come from the General Fund. To make a very successful 2009
Grants Program we encourage a donation from each individual of $25 and from each club or Affiliated
Organization a donation of $100.

If you would like to see AFA make a difference in wild bird conservation, please give generously.
Visit us online at www.afabirds.org and follow the 2009 Grants link. To donate by mail, send a check
made out to Avian Research Grants to AFA Avian Research Grants; PO Box 91717; Austin TX
78709-1717. If you wish to donate via credit card, call the Office at 512-585-9800

AFA is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization and your donation is tax deductable to the full extent of the law.
Photo credits: red-fronted macaws: Mileniusz Spanowicz; Abbott's cockatoo: Dudi Nandika
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Kakapo back to nest after 21 years

DEIDRE MUSSEN - Sunday Star Times | Sunday, 08 February 2009
http://www.stuff.co.nz/sundaystartimes/4840960a6005.html

A MOMENTOUS Waitangi Day on Whenua Hou/Codfish Island has seen a male kakapo rediscovered 21
years after vanishing and world-first artificial insemination using the sole surviving Fiordland kakapo.

Rangi’s miraculous find by kakapo
ranger Chris Birmingham boosts the
critically endangered endemic parrot
population to 91 and potentially adds
important genetic diversity.

The flightless nocturnal bird was one
of four male kakapo released on the
1400ha conservation sanctuary, near
Stewart Island, in 1987 without a
transmitter. He had not been seen since.

Birmingham told the Sunday Star-
Times he was surprised to hear a male
booming, its unique resonant mating call,
near South Bay, where no kakapo had
been detected before.

“I followed the booming sound and
eventually spotted him. He bolted so I
followed him through the supplejack and
ferns. Finally, when it was safe, |
managed to grab him.”

It was only then that he realised the
bird’s significance because it wore a
numbered metal band on his leg.
Incredibly, Rangi survived two aerial
poison drops during Codfish Island’s rat
eradication in 1998.

Once Rangi’s vitals were checked,
showing he was in top form, sperm was
collected from him before he was
carefully carried back to home territory
and released. He vanished within seconds
into the island’s thick undergrowth, but
has now been fitted with a transmitter to
ensure his days of anonymity are over.

Tests later that day at a makeshift
laboratory on the island showed he had
high quality sperm. DNA research was
also planned.

Rangi’s discovery could improve the
species chances if he is genetically
different to the other birds, the kakapo
team’s technical officer, Daryl Eason
said. “Every kakapo is important. Rangi

was a founder bird and he could be a very
important bird.”

Meanwhile on Friday, Richard Henry,
the only surviving Fiordland kakapo (the
rest were caught on Stewart Island or
were their descendants), gave what could
be his last shot at fatherhood.

For the first time ever, sperm was
collected from the bird, which is
estimated to be at least 70 years old.

Although checks showed it to be poor-
quality, it was used to artificially
inseminate a female kakapo to try for
more offspring with his valuable diverse
genes.

“Anything’s worth a try with him but
it may be too late,” Eason said.

Spanish vet Dr Juan Blanco, a world-
renowned expert in assisted reproductive
techniques in endangered birds, was also
on the island developing artificial
insemination of kakapo.

He made international history 12 days
ago by becoming the first person to

artificially inseminate a wild endemic
endangered bird. The female kakapo had
since laid two eggs, raising hopes of
success. The insemination of the kakapo
with Richard Henry’s sperm was only the
second effort at using the cutting-edge
technique.

The goal was to boost fertility rates
of eggs and to improve genetic diversity,
which would help stave off kakapo
extinction, Blanco said.

Waitangi Day’s developments further
improve what was predicted to be the
biggest kakapo breeding season since
monitoring began more than 30 years
ago, sparked by heavy fruiting of rimu
trees and the population’s growing
percentage of female .

Eason said predictions for 40 chicks
were on track. By yesterday, 17 female
kakapo had mated, seven had nested and
14 eggs laid, but more nests, eggs and
matings were expected daily for weeks
to come.
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NCBC Club Meeting Minutes for 02/08/2009 - By Wendy Ernst

John Davey started the meeting with
a round of introductions — there were a
few new faces in the crowd. John
announced that Carol Rees’ mother has
been in the hospital and Carol has been
spending much time visiting and caring
for her. We wish her a speedy recovery.

It’s that time of year again: BCV has
asked NCBC to specify the charitable,
parrot-related organization that gets the
donation this year. Club members will
receive emails with the various charities
we have listed, and voting will take place
at the March 1 meeting. Also, we will
be voting for the NCBC Bird Club
Member of the year who will be honored
at the BCV dinner.

Kitty Miller spoke of plans for the
May meeting, during which we will learn
how to trim our birds’ wings and nails.
This meeting will be held at a bird-
friendly location, so that members may
bring their birds and receive training with

hands-on experience. Also, of great
interest is the Phoenix Landing seminar
with Irene Pepperberg on April 4. The
requested donation is $20.

Rita Sambruna distributed flyers
announcing that Susan Friedman will be
speaking at the 2009 Animal Education
Foundation Symposium on July 18, and
conducting a workshop on July 19. Go
to www.animaleducationfoundation.org
for more information. Flyers will be
available at the meeting.

The Board held a planning meeting
in January. Another meeting was
scheduled for February, but had to be
cancelled. There will be another Board
meeting scheduled for March, and any
members who wish to attend are welcome
guests. This is one surefire way to get
your ideas heard, and to help with
implementation. We can use volunteers!
For information, call any of the Board
members (listed in the Newsletter) for

more information.

During the planning meeting, officers
discussed fundraising, membership
recruitment, a flyer to advertise the club,
meeting topics, BCV, and ideas to
upgrade the website.

Dr. Danoff, a vet who is owned by 10
parrots, described her holistic care
methods of  treatment and
recommendations for maintaining good
bird health from the start. She discussed
combining traditional, holistic, and
Chinese medicine as necessary to achieve
the best results for the individual patient.
Dr. Danoff delivered a well-rounded
introduction to the field of holistic
medicine as it can be applied to birds (and
other animals), and displayed great
sensitivity to the needs of our special pets.

Wendy Ernst, Secretary

Tas breeding program aims to save endangered parrot

Posted Mon Feb 2, 2009 6:47pm AEDT

http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2009/02/02/2480411.htm

The capitve breeding progam in
Tasmania has 25 new chicks. (ABC
News)

A captive breeding program in
Tasmania is trying to increase the number
of orange-bellied parrots released into the
wild as the population falls to just 100.

The bird is verging on extinction and
re-release survival rates are low. In the
Tasmanian aviaries there are 55 birds and
25 chicks.

For the project officer of the breeding
program, Mark Holdsworth, it is worth
the work to help the species.

“We know that we can breed these
birds successfully in captivity and
maintain a captive population
indefinitely, we’re pretty sure of that,”
he said.

Senior keeper Jocelyn Hockley is
hand-rearing the chicks before release.

“In six months’ time we’re going to
be releasing them back into the wild and
that’s a really great feeling,” she said.

About 50 birds from Tasmania will
be let out of captivity this year.
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Adoption & Rescue

Phoenix Landing has many birds currently in foster care that need a permanent home. If you are interested in making
them part of your family, you can contact phoenixlanding @earthlink.net For more information visit the Phoenix Landing

Website to learn more about adoption - http://www.phoenixlanding.or

The Wilson Parrot Foundation has birds that need adoption. If you are interested in volunteering or adopting, you can
read more about what is required at http://www.wilsonparrotfoundation.com/volunteer adopt.htm

Advertisements
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NCBC Officers and Board Members

President John Davey................ 703-281-5293......... jr.davey@verizon.net
Vice-President Kitty Miller ........c.... 703-914-1050......... kittibel @hotmail.com
Treasurer Elizabeth Moore ...... 703-751-5717 ......... ponypair @hotmail.com
Secretary Wendy Ernst ............ 301- 439-6375........ wernst4() @yahoo.com
Audit Committee Chair John Davey......ccc.c.... 703-281-5293......... jr.davey @verizon.net
Hospitality Committee Chair .......cccceeeuee Elizabeth Moore ...... 703-751-5717 ......... ponypair @hotmail.com
Library Committee Chair .......ccceceereeenes Kitty Miller ........cec.. 703-914-1050......... kittibel @hotmail.com
Newsletter Committee Chair ........c.coeueee. Carol Rees .......cccce.. 703-528-2730......... carol.rees @usa.com
Publicity Committee Chair ........cccceeeeennee Jeanne Nathanson .... 301-263-0770

Ways & Means Committee Chair ........... Sally O’Dwyer ......... 703-356-4334......... slodwyer @yahoo.com
AFA Delegate #1 Tom Marshall........... 703-777-3252......... tmarshall @cbmove.com
AFA Delegate #2 Open 703-771-9678.........

BCYV Delegate #1 Kitty Miller ........cec.. 703-914-1050......... kittibel @hotmail.com
BCYV Delegate #2 John Davey............... 703-281-5293......... jr.davey @verizon.net
BCYV Delegate #3 John Long ................ 703-771-9678......... handyman1046 @aol.com
Club Meetings Birds

Club meetings are normally held the first Sunday of each
month at 3:30p.m. at the McLean Government Center, 1437
Balls Hill Road, McLean, VA; (703) 356-0551.

Birds are temporarily suspended from the meetings due to the
McLean Government Center regulations stating that no live
animals may be brought into their center.

Capital Bird Club

2009 Membership Application

Nati

Annual membership entitles you to a newsletter, access to club library,
free business card advertisement in the newsletter for bird related

businesses, and other club sponsored projects.

Would you like to be published in the roster?

Date of Application:

Name
Address
City

State, Zip:
Phone:
Email:
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(If you are joining after June, your annual dues are one-half the above

Annual Membership Type:
Individual $20.00
amounts for the year.)
Please mail to:

Please make checks payable to NCBC



UPCOMING EVENTS

March 7 - by Phoenix Landing
2nd Annual Mardi Gras (10am-12noon)
Grace Presbyterian Church
7434 Bath St
Springfield, VA
http://www.phoenixlanding.org/events.html

March 8 - by Phoenix Landing

The Social Relationships of Wild Parrots (2-4pm)

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
1415 West 7th St
Frederick, MD
http://www.phoenixlanding.org/events.html

March 15 - by Phoenix Landing
Things I Wish I’d Known (10am-12noon)
Eastern Exotics Veterinary Hospital
4001 Legato Rd
Fairfax, VA
http://www.phoenixlanding.org/events.html

National Capital Bird Club
727 N Danville St
Arlington, VA 22201

Address Correction Requested

March 15 - by Phoenix Landing
Getting Jiggy With Junk (1-3pm)
Highlands Animal Clinic
25011 Lee Highway
Abingdon, VA
http://www.phoenixlanding.org/events.html

April 3-5
BCYV 2009 Convention (25th Anniversary )
Virginia Beach Resort Hotel & Conference Center
Virginia Beach, VA
http://www.birdclubsva.org

April 4 - by Phoenix Landing
Dr. Irene Pepperberg (10am-12:30pm)
National Conference Center
18980 Upper Belmont Place
Landsdowne, VA (near Leesburg, VA)
http://www.phoenixlanding.org/events.html
http://conferencecenter.com/




