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February 8, 2009
(3:30 - 5:30pm)

Video:
Parrots: Look Who’s

Talking

Location:
McLean Government

Center

The McLean Government Center has advised John Davey that live animals
brought to the meetings will result in the club losing their reservation at the site
and being barred from meeting there. No birds can be brought to the meetings
until further notice.

Do Not Bring Birds to Meeting

This month’s meeting we will view a video, “Parrots: Look Who’s Talking”,
and have a business meeting. We hope to get ideas from members and attendees
for the next year’s events. Hope to see you there!

NCBC 2008 memberships expire at the end of the calendar year. The club
is now accepting memberships for 2009. The dues will remain at $20/year for
a single membership and $25/year for a family membership. Show your
support of the club and renew your membership early. The membership form
is on page 7.

Renew Your NCBC Membership

Rescued Parrots Need Your Help!
The Wilson Parrot Foundation has received a call from a woman who had

rented her house out to a “breeder” who had been evicted from the home leaving
80 birds. They need volunteers and cash. They desperately need foster parents.
Also, if you know an avian vet that could possibly help them with testing, it
would be a godsend.

Contact the Wilson Parrot Foundation at 26613 Ridge Road, Damascus,
Maryland 20872. Email - wilsonparrotfoun@aol.com or phone (301) 368-3200

www.wilsonparrotfoundation.org
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NCBC Yahoo Group

Please join us at:  http://gr oups.yahoo.com/group/birdclubinvirginia/

The purpose of this group is to exchange information and education, and to encourage interest in pet birds, from Canaries
to Macaws. This forum is for members of the National Capital Bird Club, as well as all others. There are currently 75
members. Please join, contribute and share! Stay in the know by bookmarking this site and visiting often. Check out the
interesting links.

NCBC 2009 Schedule
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2009 Bird Club Outlook By John Davey

We are already a month into the New Year, but there is plenty of promise for 12 months of fun, information,
socialization, and education with the National Capital Bird Club (NCBC)!

We plan on meeting at the same time (at 3:30 pm - the first Sunday of each month) and at the same place (the
McLean Government Center) … with a very few exceptions.  We are going to have a host of interesting and
exciting speakers.  (The speaker for the month of February will be a Holistic Veterinarian,)  We also have planned
a hands-on wing-feather and nail clipping session – at a different meeting location.  There will be our annual Club
Picnic – if and when the weather EVER gets warmer, and we will sooner or later be into another Winter Holiday
party.  Of course, each and every club meeting will have time reserved to socialize with other “bird brains” in the
National Capital region.

We are planning on lots to do, lots to learn, and lots to share.  Please mark your calendars for the first Sunday of
each month, and look around to see if you can find a friend to bring to our meetings.  There’s lots to do and lots
to learn.

Your Dues Ar e Due!

It’s That Time of the Year again!  Your annual Dues for membership in the National Capital Bird Club (NCBC)
are due and payable at the February meeting!

Membership in the NCBC is actually a great deal!  You get 12 fun-filled meetings with fellow (sister) bird brains
– meetings filled with information, education, entertainment, and good will.  Let’s face it:  Where else in the area
can you brag – at length – about your pet bird and be guaranteed a room full of interested, enthusiastic people
who are dying to hear your story and are only just waiting to top your story with one of their own?

Membership in the NCBC is a bargain, too!  Through hard and skillful efforts, we have managed to hold the line
on raising our fees.  Our membership fees remain only $20.00 for an individual and $25.00 for an entire family!!!
Please come with cash or check in hand and see Club Treasurer Elizabeth Moore to ensure that you remain (or
become) a member in good standing!

Bird Club Donation

One of the important questions facing the National Capital Bird Club is how to distribute money to a worthy
bird-related charity.  Each year, the Bird Clubs of Virginia (We are members of this association.) donates a sum of
money to a worthy charity.  And each year, one of the BCV member clubs has the opportunity to decide which
charity will receive the donation.

This year, it’s us – the National Capital Bird Club – that has the honor of deciding which worthy charity will
receive the donation.  The Executive Board has identified approximately 10 bird-related charities that could
receive the donation.  (We don’t know yet how much it will be.)

We intend to discuss these charities at the club meeting on February 8th.  Please come with an open mind and a
strong decision making thought process.



4 The Capital Flyer February 2009

2009 BCV Convention
The BCV 2009 convention will be on April 3,4,5, 2009 at Virginia Beach. The donation for this convention will
be selected by the NCBC and must be decided on by the middle of January so the other clubs will have the time
to act on it. The BCV will match the donation of the clubs for the selected charity.

They will be raffling off an Eric Peake original watercolor painting valued at $1000 as shown below. The image
size is 12" x 8", the rebate frame size is 18" x 14", and the frame width is about 1" so the overall outside
measurement about 20" x 16".

Raffle tickets are $5.00 each. You can purchase them on line at www.birdclubsva.org or at the convention. The
drawing will be held Sunday afternoon April 5, 2009.
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American Federation of Avicultur e 35th Annual Convention, August 5-8, 2009 in Houston TX
Make plans now and join us in 2009!

The 2009 convention will be held in Houston, Texas at the newly renovated Houston Hilton North hotel just minutes from
the Houston Intercontinental Airport. More details will be announced soon!

AFA Avian Research Grants Program

Everyone is encouraged to support the American Federation of Aviculture’s Avian Research Grants Program. Each year
AFA identifies several worthy programs working to advance the knowledge, welfare, and survival of birds in the wild and
in our homes and aviaries. Your special donation to AFA’s end-of-year Avian Research Grants fund raising campaign is
critical to our success. Please consider a personal donation of $25.00 or a club donation of $50.00 to the AFA Avian
Research Grants Program.

2008 has been a banner year in research into the deadly disease PDD (proventricular dilatation disease). One of our 2008
grants will go to the Schubot Center at Texas A&M to help develop a diagnostic test for the disease. Other 2008 grants will
go to support conservation work with the Slender-billed Conure in Chile, nest box studies for the Cuban Parakeet and
veterinary work with the captive Spix’s Macaw population in Brazil.
Please donate now by going to http://www.afabirds.org/2008AvianResearchGrants.shtml

AMERICAN FEDERA TION OF AVICUL TURE REQUESTS HELP TO DIAGNOSE PDD ILLNESS IN
PARROTS BY TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY!

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY  NEEDS YOUR HELP! Investigators at the Schubot Center at Texas A&M University have
developed a Western Blot assay test. The test appears to detect antibodies directed against the causal agent of
Proventricular Dilation Disease (PDD), most likely appearing as avian bornavirus. For more information go to
www.afabirds.org

Fundamentals of Avicultur e

This online course provides a foundation for the emerging science of aviculture. It is presented in nine chapters ranging
from anatomy and physiology to avian behavior; from laws and regulations affecting aviculture to how to provide proper
housing and prevent illness of birds in our care; and much, much more. AFA has been approved and is being accredited to
offer continuing professional education units (CEU’s) for veterinarians, vet techs and others needing updates or annual
certification of their professional licensing and/or status.  This is going to apply to not only our premier online course, The
Fundamentals of Aviculture, course level one, but also to the AFA’s annual convention with its usual slate of outstanding
and informative speakers.  This is an incredible opportunity for the AFA to assist the professionals who assist us with our
birds’ health and well being.  The Education Committee has a lot of great ideas coming down the pipeline.  Keep watch for
the Fundamentals of Aviculture; course level two, and its continuing professional education units available.

www.afabirds.org

AFA in Brief  (Feb 2009) - Editor  Carol Lee
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Phoenix Landing has many birds currently in foster care that need a permanent home. If you are interested in making
them part of your family, you can contact phoenixlanding@earthlink.net   For more information visit the Phoenix Landing
Website to learn more about adoption - http://www.phoenixlanding.org/

The Wilson Parrot Foundation has birds that need adoption.  If you are interested in volunteering or adopting, you can
read more about what is required at http://www.wilsonparrotfoundation.com/volunteer_adopt.htm

Adoption & Rescue

Advertisements



The Capital Flyer February 2009 7

NCBC Officers and Board Members
President...................................................John Davey...............703-281-5293.........jr .davey@verizon.net
Vice-President...........................................Kitty Miller ..............703-914-1050.........kittibel@hotmail.com
Treasurer ..................................................Elizabeth Moore ......703-751-5717.........ponypair@hotmail.com
Secretary ...................................................Wendy Ernst ............301- 439-6375........wernst40@yahoo.com
Audit Committee Chair ...........................John Davey...............703-281-5293.........jr .davey@verizon.net
Hospitality Committee Chair ..................Elizabeth Moore ......703-751-5717.........ponypair@hotmail.com
Library Committee Chair .......................Kitty Miller ..............703-914-1050.........kittibel@hotmail.com
Newsletter Committee Chair...................Carol Rees................703-528-2730.........carol.rees@usa.com
Publicity Committee Chair ......................Jeanne Nathanson....301-263-0770
Ways & Means Committee Chair...........Sally O’Dwyer .........703-356-4334.........slodwyer@yahoo.com
AFA Delegate #1.......................................Tom Marshall ...........703-777-3252.........tmarshall@cbmove.com
AFA Delegate #2.......................................Open .........................703-771-9678.........
BCV Delegate #1......................................Kitty Miller ..............703-914-1050.........kittibel@hotmail.com
BCV Delegate #2......................................John Davey...............703-281-5293.........jr .davey@verizon.net
BCV Delegate #3......................................John Long ................703-771-9678.........handyman1046@aol.com
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Club Meetings

Club meetings are normally held the first Sunday of each
month at 3:30p.m. at the McLean Government Center, 1437
Balls Hill Road, McLean, VA; (703) 356-0551.

Birds

Birds are temporarily suspended from the meetings due to the
McLean Government Center regulations stating that no live
animals may be brought into their center.



UPCOMING EVENTS

National Capital Bird Club
727 N Danville St
Arlington, VA 22201

Address Correction Requested

February 7 - by Phoenix Landing
The Contented Companion (10am-12noon)

Grace Presbyterian Church
7434 Bath St

Springfield, VA
http://www.phoenixlanding.org/events.html

February 21 - by Phoenix Landing
Behavior Workshop (10am-12noon)
Eastern Exotics Veterinary Hospital

4001 Legato Rd
Fairfax, VA

http://www.phoenixlanding.org/events.html

Mar ch 7 - by Phoenix Landing
2nd Annual Mardi Gras (10am-12noon)

Grace Presbyterian Church
7434 Bath St

Springfield, VA
http://www.phoenixlanding.org/events.html

Mar ch 8 - by Phoenix Landing
The Social Relationships of Wild Parr ots (2-4pm)

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
1415 West 7th St
Frederick, MD

http://www.phoenixlanding.org/events.html

Mar ch 15 - by Phoenix Landing
Things I Wish I’d Known (10am-12noon)

Eastern Exotics Veterinary Hospital
4001 Legato Rd

Fairfax, VA
http://www.phoenixlanding.org/events.html


