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NCBC Yahoo Group

Please join us at:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/birdclubinvirginia/

The purpose of this group is to exchange information and education, and to encourage interest in pet birds, from

Canaries to Macaws. This forum is for members of the National Capital Bird Club, as well as all others. There are

currently 75 members. Please join, contribute and share! Stay in the know by bookmarking this site and visiting

often. Check out the interesting links.

NCBC 2008 Schedule
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Brian Wilson Bio (taken from the Wilson Parrot Foundation web page)

In President John Davey’s absence, Vice President Kitty Miller opened the meeting with a round of introductions and a few

announcements.  At our November meeting, we will all gather at the Wilson Parrot Foundation in Damascus, Maryland. Kitty

handed out information on the Foundation, a map and driving directions.  If members wish to carpool, it was suggested to meet

at our usual meeting site, since it is convenient for Virginia members.  Members who live in Maryland will find it more

convenient to meet in Maryland. Kitty handed out information about container gardening from Ruth Fahrmeier, and described

her birds’ enthusiasm for their own container gardens.

The speakers were J. J. Barry and Wendy Kiska, from the Animal Education Foundation.  They talked about the “science of

behavior” as it relates specifically to parrots, and stressed the importance of detailed observation of a bird’s body language.

The birds are watching us to figure out our intentions and communicating with us in return with their own actions.  Using

slides, anecdotes, and mini-movies to illustrate their points, J. J. and Wendy reviewed the steps involved in altering undesirable

behavior, training for tricks, or for behaviors that make life easier (such as entering a carrier voluntarily).  They also addressed

a couple of audience questions regarding behavior, such as one bird attacking another bird that is getting attention from the

owner.  There was practical advice on creating a training plan.  We were advised against  “spontaneous training” sessions and

urged to carefully create and examine our plan before, during and after using it, to be sure that we are encouraging only the

behavior we want the parrot to perform.  We need to be aware that what the parrot understands from our training can be

different from our intention.  Clear communication between species is not always easy, and closer observation is often the key

element in successful fine-tuning of a training plan.

By the end of the meeting, it was clear that these were two very helpful presenters we would like to see again, since not

everyone had a chance to ask for help with his/her particular issue.

NCBC Club Meeting Minutes for 10/05/2008 - By Wendy Ernst

Brian Wilson was rehabilitated by parrots to walk and talk after his car accident in 1995. Now Brian gives back once again

rehabilitating unwanted parrots and placing them in their new forever homes.

Today, Brian is a retired firefighter and emergency medical service technician with 24 years of service dedicated to saving

lives in suburban Washington, D.C. But at the age of six, he saw an exotic bird show in Florida and was instantly hooked. He

informed his parents that one day he was going to get one bird. At 29, after years spent reading everything he could find about

parrots, Brian bought his first bird a Green-winged Macaw he named Rocco. A year later Daisy, a Blue-and-gold Macaw

joined the flock, followed by Rosebud, a Double Yellow-headed Amazon. Brian taught them all to talk and do tricks.

In 1995, 2½ months after he retired from the fire department, Brian and his parrots developed a new way to continue saving

lives. To illustrate the most important aspect of fire safety, he trained Rocco, on cue, to stop, drop and roll, showing what to do

in case one’s clothing ever caught on fire - stop running, drop on the ground, and roll to extinguish the flames. Daisy was taught

to roll over and play dead when Brian pretended to shoot her with a toy gun as part of a lesson on firearm safety. Rosebud

entertained the crowds with her non-stop talking and raucous laughter. Brian and the birds began making public appearances

at daycare centers, nursing homes and birthday parties. The combination of serious messages, the beautiful and talented birds,

along with Brian’s warmth, wit and tremendous bird handling skills proved to be very successful.

A devastating automobile accident in the fall of 1995 left Brian with a long road to recovery, permanent disabilities, and the

loss of his beloved Rocco. He credits the amazing progress he’s made in walking and talking again to his love for the birds and

theirs for him. He became re-committed to helping people and parrots live happier and healthier lives.

In 2007, Brian had the pleasure of appearing on 9 News JC & Friends, a long running series which honors “those who

touch the lives of others”. Many of the flock went along and Brian stacked them on many of the 9 News staff including the

lovely JC Hayward, herself.



Wilson Parrot Foundation Fieldtrip 
 

Those who would like to car pool, please contact Kitty by: e-mail:  miller.kitty@epa.gov 

phone:  work  (202) 564-0474 

home (703) 914-1050 

cell   (571)-226-6511 

 

to let me know if you want to ride or drive. I would like to work out riding-driving arrangements ahead 

of time so we won’t have to do it Sunday afternoon. We will leave from our normal meeting place, the 

McLean community center/police sub-station, at 2:30 pm. We will wait an extra 5 minutes for those who 

have let me know that they are coming but are running a little late, although, I would appreciate if you 

would contact me at my cell number given above if you will be late. If you decide you want to go and 

haven’t contacted me please feel free to show-up and we will try to accommodate you. (Since we are a 

close club, we could share laps! Just kidding). 

 

Alternatively, you could put together you own car pool and leave from a different location. Let me know 

if I can help you work something out. Those who live in Maryland may be particularly interested in 

doing this. 

 

Driving directions to 26613 Ridge Rd Damascus, MD 20872  
 
30.2 mi – about 40 mins (up to 1 hour 10 mins in traffic) 

 

 

1437 Balls Hill Rd 
Mc Lean, VA 22101 

1. Head southwest on Balls Hill Rd toward Lewinsville Rd 453 ft 

2. Turn left at Lewinsville Rd 115 ft 

3. Turn right at Dolley Madison Blvd/VA-123 338 ft 

4. Take the ramp to I-495 N 0.4 mi 

5. Merge onto VA-267 W 108 ft 

6. Take exit 18 to merge onto I-495 N  
Entering Maryland 

6.6 mi 

7. Slight left at I-270 N (signs for Rockville/I-270/Frederick) 14.9 mi 

8. Take exit 16 toward State Hwy 27 E/Damascus 0.6 mi 

9. Merge onto MD-27/Ridge Rd 7.2 mi 

10. Turn left at MD-108/MD-27/Ridge Rd  
Continue to follow MD-27/Ridge Rd 

0.3 mi 

 

Wilson Parrot Foundation 
26613 Ridge Rd Damascus, MD 20872 

 



The Capital Flyer November 2008 5

October 2008 AFA in Brief - Editor Carol Lee

American Federation of Aviculture 35th Annual Convention
August 5th-8th, 2009

Hilton Houston North

12400 Greenspoint Drive

Houston, Texas 77060

TEXAS DISASTER RELIEF UPDATE !

The AFA Disaster Relief Team is working in the Houston and surrounding area caring for the needs of those bird owners

who have been affected by Hurricane Ike. We have bird feed and other supplies available. We care very much for those in

the disaster areas and want to see that their birds’ needs are supplied. We appreciate all those willing to help when our

friends are in need. Being affected by a disaster changes everything when there is no electricity, no water and total

destruction all around. This is when we aviculturists must step up and let these people know we care. If you need

assistance with your birds, or would like to volunteer to help in the disaster relief efforts, please contact AFA Disaster

Relief Coordinator Fred Smith email fredsmith@wildblue.net . Learn more about AFA Disaster Relief program or make a

donation to the AFA Disaster Relief Fund at www.afabirds.org .

FUNDAMENTALS OF AVICULTURE LEVEL 1

By Rick Jordan & Barbara Heidenreich With Illustrations By Lyrae Perry

This online course provides a foundation for the emerging science of aviculture. It is presented in nine chapters ranging from

anatomy and physiology to avian behavior; from laws and regulations affecting aviculture to how to provide proper housing

and prevent illness of birds in our care; and much more.

Fundamentals of Aviculture is written for: pet bird owners, bird breeders, veterinarians and employees of veterinary offices,

employees of bird related commercial establishments, zoo employees, and everyone associated with birds.

Take the course at: www.afabirds.org or www.FundamentalsofAviculture.com

The American Federation of Aviculture

PO Box 91717

Austin, TX 78709-1717

Tel: (512) 585-9800

Fax: (512) 858-7029

afaoffice@earthlink.net

Join Today !
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Phoenix Landing has many birds currently in foster care that need a permanent home. If you are interested in making

them part of your family, you can contact phoenixlanding@earthlink.net   For more information visit the Phoenix Landing

Website to learn more about adoption - http://www.phoenixlanding.org/

The Wilson Parrot Foundation has birds that need adoption.  If you are interested in volunteering or adopting, you can

read more about what is required at http://www.wilsonparrotfoundation.com/volunteer_adopt.htm

Adoption & Rescue

Advertisements
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NCBC Officers and Board Members
President ................................................... John Davey............... 703-281-5293 ......... jr.davey@verizon.net

Vice-President ........................................... Kitty Miller .............. 703-914-1050 .........kittibel@hotmail.com

Treasurer .................................................. Elizabeth Moore ...... 703-751-5717 .........ponypair@hotmail.com

Secretary ................................................... Wendy Ernst ............ 301- 439-6375........wernst40@yahoo.com

Audit Committee Chair ........................... John Davey............... 703-281-5293 ......... jr.davey@verizon.net

Hospitality Committee Chair .................. Elizabeth Moore ...... 703-751-5717 .........ponypair@hotmail.com

Library Committee Chair ....................... Kitty Miller .............. 703-914-1050 .........kittibel@hotmail.com

Newsletter Committee Chair ................... Carol Rees ................ 703-528-2730 ......... carol.rees@usa.com

Publicity Committee Chair ...................... Jeanne Nathanson .... 301-263-0770

Ways & Means Committee Chair ........... Sally O’Dwyer ......... 703-356-4334 ......... slodwyer@yahoo.com

AFA Delegate #1 ....................................... Tom Marshall ........... 703-777-3252 ......... tmarshall@cbmove.com

AFA Delegate #2 ....................................... Open ......................... 703-771-9678 .........

BCV Delegate #1 ...................................... Kitty Miller .............. 703-914-1050 .........kittibel@hotmail.com

BCV Delegate #2 ...................................... John Davey............... 703-281-5293 ......... jr.davey@verizon.net

BCV Delegate #3 ...................................... John Long ................ 703-771-9678 .........handyman1046@aol.com
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Club Meetings

Club meetings are normally held the first Sunday of each

month at 3:30p.m. at the McLean Government Center, 1437

Balls Hill Road, McLean, VA; (703) 356-0551.

Birds

Birds are temporarily suspended from the meetings due to the

McLean Government Center regulations stating that no live

animals may be brought into their center.



UPCOMING EVENTS

National Capital Bird Club

727 N Danville St

Arlington, VA 22201

Address Correction Requested

November 9 - by Phoenix Landing

Liz Wilson, CVT (1-3pm)

Highlands Animal Clinic

25011 Lee Highway

Abingdon, MD

http://www.phoenixlanding.org/seminars.htm

November 9 - by Phoenix Landing

Liz Wilson, CVT (1-3pm)

Highlands Animal Clinic

25011 Lee Highway

Abingdon, MD

http://www.phoenixlanding.org/seminars.htm

December 6 - by Phoenix Landing

Husbandry & Trick Training - (10am-12noon)

Fairlington Presbyterian Church

3846 King St.

Alexandria, VA

http://www.phoenixlanding.org/seminars.htm

If your bird has been properly vetted within the

last 18 months, then E-mail

phoenixlanding@earthlink.net to obtain

authorization to bring your parrot for this class.


