


NCBC 2008 Schedule

NCBC Yahoo Group

Please join us at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/birdclubinvirginia/

The purpose of this group is to exchange information and education, and to encourage interest in pet birds, from Canaries
to Macaws. This forum is for members of the National Capital Bird Club, as well as all others. There are currently 75
members. Please join, contribute and share! Stay in the know by bookmarking this site and visiting often. Check out the
interesting links.
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The View from the Grate of the Cage By John Davey, NCBC President

Well another month has passed us by
and the weather is finally (Finally!)
starting to warm up. I think that with
most of our pet birds, the breeding
season, with its hormone and behavior
problems, is starting to wind down.

We have sent letters to the Fairfax
County Supervisors to see if we can
arrange some sort of agreement on
allowing our birds back into the McLean
Government Center for our Club
meetings. There a number of these folks
running for office and maybe they will
be able to help us out.

In the mean time, we would like all of
our Club members to be on the lookout
for other suitable meeting facilities. My
informal polling of Club members
indicates that most of us like to bring our
birds to the Club meetings, and it’s a
chance to share and to admire and to
show off our common interests. So, if

you somewhere happen across a meeting
hall — please make an informal inquiry
about its suitability and its bird-
friendliness.

Please mark your calendars for this
coming Sunday, June 1* — for the annual
National Capital Bird Club (NCBC)
picnic at Fort Ward Park in Alexandria,
Virginia. The Club is arranging to bring
meats (hot dogs and hamburgers) and
non-alcoholic drinks. We would like
everyone to bring some sort of salad or
dessert to augment the menu. Please call
Elizabeth Moore at 703-751-5717 to see
exactly what is needed.

We have reserved the pavilion at Fort
Ward Park, so we intend to have the
picnic —rain or shine. Bring a few lawn
chairs — or sit on the benches. If you
want to bring your birds — in a cage —
I’m certainly not going to stop you.

Fort Ward Park is located on the west

end of Alexandria at 4401 W. Braddock
Road on the highest point in the City. This
is why the site was chosen as an ideal
spot to build a fort during the Civil War.
It is one of 68 earthen forts that were
built in the defense of Washington D.C.
The Fort was named for Commander
James Harmon Ward, the first United
States Naval Officer killed in the Civil
War.

Fort Ward Park is really two parks in
one — a community park and the other a
historical landmark complete with a
museum and restored bastion in the
northwest section of the original fort.

The Picnic will start somewhere
around 2:00 pm and last until they throw
us out. We are looking forward to seeing
everyone. Please come, bring a dish, and
enjoy yourselves!
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more information.

The Club’s annual picnic is on June
1 at Fort Ward Park in Alexandria. The
Club will provide soft drinks, water, meat
and rolls. Members are asked to bring a
potluck contribution.

For the July meeting, Ruth Fahrmeier
(of Phoenix Landing) will return to talk
about gardening with your parrot in mind.
Ruth always offers great photographic
presentations, along with helpful
information and suggestions to improve
the lives of our companions.

John Davey announced that he would
be writing letters to the Fairfax
candidates for Congress, Gerry Connelly

and Leslie Byrne regarding the ban on
birds at our meetings at the McLean
Government Center. Itis hoped that they
may be influenced to create an exception
to the rule of no animals allowed in
government buildings. After all, if
schools can have hamsters, reptiles, etc.,
and they are government buildings, that
seems to be an exception. No one has
ever noticed any evidence of our birds’
presence, (as far as we know), so it seems
quite reasonable for our club to be
exempt as well.

After a snack break, Kitty introduced
the speaker. Dr. Leigh Clayton, Director
of the Dept. of Animal Health at the

National Aquarium, talked about creating
a happier bird through better
understanding of a bird’s needs and
instincts. Her lecture focused on how
we can use positive reinforcement
conditioning to create positive behaviors
and interactions between birds and
humans. She recommended Dr. Rita
Sambruna’s workshop in June for anyone
who wants to see training in action.
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DIRECTIONS TO FORT WARD PARK
4301 WEST BRADDOCK ROAD

From Shirley Highway (1-3%5 South);

= Exit at King St (Route T) EAST

o Take first right after crossing bridge on (o
Menokin S

#  Cioone block and tum right on to Yan Dom Street

& Continue on Van Dorn Street 1o West Braddock
Road

& Tum left on Weat Braddock and continue less than
half a mile on West Braddock road

= Entrance to Fort Ward Park will be to your left

From Shirley Highway (1-395 Norih);

Exin at Seminary Road East

Continue on Seminary Road to Howard Street
(Alexandria Hospital will be on vour right)

Turn left on o Howard Streed

Continue on Howard Street which “dead ends" at
West Braddock Road.

Turn right on W, Braddock Rd,

Entrance to Fort Ward Park will be o your left
almost immediately after vou tum on West
Braddock Road
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AFA 2008 Convention

July 30 through August 2, 2008

Join us in St. Louis, MO for the 34™ Annual Convention of the American Federation of
Aviculture!

Join the FUN as we gather to learn, meet new friends, and renew old friendships at the St.
Louis Renaissance Hotel .

This year’s off-site event is a special trip to the St. Louis Zoo!
Online registration is now open!
Rate: $99 Single/Double - this rate is good from July 25 through August 5, 2008

AFA in Brief will be regularly updated to include details about speakers, schedules, and
events, as they become available. Check back soon!

2008 Convention Rates

Registration Type Early Bird Registration Normal Registration
(Prior to June 16th)

AFA Members $205.00 $245.00
HOD Members $180.00 $200.00
Nonmembers $235.00 $275.00

For more Convention information, please contact the AFA:
Convention Central
P.O. Box 159
Rossville, TN 38066
E-mail: ConventionCentral@idealbirds.com
Phone: (901) 853-6079  Fax: (901) 853-8452

www.afabirds.org
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Letter to Chairman Connelly By John Davey, NCBC President

Note for National Capital Bird Club (NCBC) members: We have not yet admitted defeat on our efforts to
reinstate the right to have our pet birds attend the monthly NCBC meetings at the McLean Government Center. |
have sent the following letter to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors and to two of the
other county Supervisors. A number of these folks are running for reelection or for other elected offices — and I
hope that they will be sympathetic to our request.

It IS election time, and if any of the NCBC members are approached by office seekers — asking what they can do
for you - Please mention the problem our Club is facing and ask them if they can help. Please remember that
these office seekers are people — just like us — and they respond best to polite requests and suggestions. Thanks
for your help and patience. We’ll let you know what the responses are — when we get them.

- John Davey

Chairman Gerry Connelly May 22, 2008
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors

12000 Government Center Parkway Suite 530

Fairfax, Virginia 22035-0079

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The National Capital Bird Club (NCBC) is an organization that represents pet bird owners throughout the
National Capital area. We have approximately 50 members and their families from Virginia, Maryland, and the
District of Columbia. A large number of our members are residents of Fairfax County. For well over 10 years,
the NCBC has been holding monthly meetings on Sunday afternoons in the community room of the McLean
Government Center on Balls Hill Road in McLean, and over those past 10-odd years, NCBC members have been
taking their caged pet birds to these monthly meetings. Club rules require that the birds be healthy — checked
recently by a veterinarian. We have always ensured that the community room is clean and well arranged when we
complete our meetings.

Approximately two months ago, we received a call from Supervisor John W. Foust ‘s staff saying that they had
not known that the club members were bringing birds to the monthly meetings and that we would have to cease
bringing our birds to the meetings — because of regulations prohibiting live animals in county facilities. (I may be
slightly paraphrasing the telephone discussion.) NCBC members have obeyed this request.

I request your assistance in remedying this situation and allowing us to again bring our caged birds to the
meetings at the McLean Community Center. The NCBC members have always been neat, clean, orderly, and
respectful of the county facilities. It is self-evident that the bird club has respectful of the County facilities, since
Supervisor Foust’s staff admitted that they did not even realize that we had been bringing our birds to the
building. I do know that other County buildings — schools for example — allow animals as class mascots. We
believe that bringing the birds to meetings furthers the educational part of the Club’s mission, and that this is
similar to the goal of classroom pets in schools. Interaction with living creatures is the best learning tool.

...continued on page 7
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World Parrot Trust Newsletter

The World Parrot Trust has a free monthly electronic newsletter. You can sign up for it at

http://www.parrots.org/index.php/parrotnews/enewsletter/

Letter to Chairman Connelly continued from page 6

Please let me know what can be done to allow the club members to bring their birds to the monthly meetings.
Thank you.

John R. Davey

President — National Capital Bird Club
11016 Devenish Drive

Oakton, Virginia 22124

CC: Supervisor John W. Foust
Supervisor Linda Q. Smyth



Adoption & Rescue

Phoenix Landing has many birds currently in foster care that need a permanent home. If you are interested in making
them part of your family, you can contact Vicky at vicky @phoenixlanding.or
For more information visit the Phoenix Landing Website to learn more about adoption -
http://www.phoenixlanding.org/

The Wilson Parrot Foundation has birds that need adoption. If you are interested in volunteering or adopting, you can
read more about what is required at http://www.wilsonparrotfoundation.com/volunteer adopt.htm

Advertisements

PIONUS

AVIARIES

White-capped = Maximilian
Bronze-winged = Dusky

Coral-billed = Blue-headed
Domestic, hand-fed babies = Excellent bloodlines
Mark Sargent = 301-585-4124 = Chevy Chase, MD

Blue Budgie Aviary
Handfed Domestic Raised
English Budgerigars

Sally O'Dwyer
(703) 356-4334
slodwyer@yahoo.com

PHOENIX LANDING

PO Box 7661 Arlington, VA 22207
PO Box 1233 Asheville, NC 28802
828.658.0088

866-749-5634
www.phoenixlanding.org
phoenixlanding@earthlink.net
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NCBC Officers and Board Members

President John Davey................ 703-281-5293......... jr.davey@verizon.net
Vice-President Kitty Miller ........c.... 703-914-1050......... kittibel @hotmail.com
Treasurer Elizabeth Moore ...... 703-751-5717 ......... ponypair @hotmail.com
Secretary Wendy Ernst ............ 301- 439-6375........ wernst4() @yahoo.com
Audit Committee Chair John Davey......ccc.c.... 703-281-5293......... jr.davey @verizon.net
Hospitality Committee Chair .......cccceeeuee Elizabeth Moore ...... 703-751-5717 ......... ponypair @hotmail.com
Library Committee Chair .......ccceceereeenes Kitty Miller ........cec.. 703-914-1050......... kittibel @hotmail.com
Newsletter Committee Chair ........ccceeeeunee Carol Rees .....ccceeeenes 703-528-2730......... carol.rees @usa.com

Publicity Committee Chair
Ways & Means Committee Chair

Jeanne Nathanson .... 301-263-0770
Sally O’Dwyer

703-356-4334 slodwyer @yahoo.com

tmarshall @cbmove.com

Kittibel @hotmail.com
jr.davey @verizon.net

handyman1046 @ verizon.net

AFA Delegate #1 Tom Marshall...........
AFA Delegate #2 Open

BCYV Delegate #1 Kitty Miller ..............
BCYV Delegate #2 John Davey...............
BCYV Delegate #3 John Long ................
Club Meetings Birds

Club meetings are normally held the first Sunday of each
month at 3:30p.m. at the McLean Government Center, 1437
Balls Hill Road, McLean, VA; (703) 356-0551.

Birds are temporarily suspended from the meetings due to the
McLean Government Center regulations stating that no live
animals may be brought into their center.

Capital Bird Club

2008 Membership Application

Nati

Annual membership entitles you to a newsletter, access to club library,
free business card advertisement in the newsletter for bird related

businesses, and other club sponsored projects.

Would you like to be published in the roster?

Date of Application:

Name
Address
City

State, Zip:
Phone:
Email:
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(If you are joining after June, your annual dues are one-half the above

Annual Membership Type:
Individual $20.00
amounts for the year.)

Please mail to:



UPCOMING EVENTS

June 7 - by Phoenix Landing July 30 - August 2
Things I Wish I’d Known (10am-12noon) AFA 2008 Convention
Grace Presbyterian Church St. Louis, MO
7434 Bath St ConventionCentral @idealbirds.com
Springfield, VA Phone: (901) 853-6079 * Fax: (901) 853-8452
http://www.phoenixlanding.org/seminars.htm http://www.afabirds.org/2008 Convention/index.shtml

June 7 - by Phoenix Landing
Parade of Parrot Movies & Pot Luck (12noon-2pm)
Grace Presbyterian Church
7434 Bath St
Springfield, VA
http://www.phoenixlanding.org/seminars.htm

June 14 - by Phoenix Landing
Behavior Workshop (10am-12noon))
St Albans Church
105 1st Avenue SW
Glen Burnie, MD 21061

http://www.phoenixlanding.org/seminars.htm

National Capital Bird Club
727 N Danville St
Arlington, VA 22201

Address Correction Requested





