
December 2008

The Monthly Newsletter of the National Capital Bird Club

IN THIS ISSUE

THE CAPITAL  FLYER

Next Meeting

p 2 Map to Party
p 3 Free Parrot Stuf f
p 4 Parrot DVDs
p 5 Media Release
p 6 NCBC Minutes
p 7 AFA News
p 8 Advertisements
p 9 Membership Form
p 9 Club Information

http://www.ncbc-dc.org

Holiday Party
December 7, 2008

December 7, 2008
(3:00 - 6:00)

Holiday Party

Location:
Jeanne Nathanson’s Home

(see page 2)

The McLean Government Center has advised John Davey that live animals
brought to the meetings will result in the club losing their reservation at the site
and being barred from meeting there. No birds can be brought to the meetings
until further notice.

Do Not Bring Birds to Meeting

This month’s meeting is the club’s annual Holiday Party. This year it will be
held on December 7 at 3:00pm at Jeanne  Nathanson’s house in Bethesda, MD.
The Club will provide a turkey, ham, rolls, soft drinks, paper products.You
should bring any special drinks that you prefer including beer or wine and a dish
to share.  Please call or email Jeanne Nathanson at Jeanne.Nathanson@ed.gov
or  (301)263-0770 to rsvp (head count) and coordinate what you will bring so
that we don’t wind up with ten desserts and no side dishes. See the map and
directions on page 2.

NCBC 2008 memberships expire at the end of the calendar year. The club
is now accepting memberships for 2009. The dues will remain at $20/year for
a single membership and $25/year for a family membership. Show your
support of the club and renew your membership early. The membership form
is on page 9.

Renew Your NCBC Membership

The BCV 2009 convention will be on April 3,4,5, 2009 at Virginia Beach.
The donation for this convention will be selected by the NCBC and must be
decided on by the middle of January so the other clubs will have the time to act
on it. They will be raffling off an Eric Peake original painting.

BCV 2009 Convention
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Location: Jeanne Nathanson’s House
6911 Rannoch Road
Bethesda, MD 20817
(301)263-0770

Directions: From 495, South on River Road towards DC
Right on Goldsboro
Pass Massachusettes Avenue on the left
The very next right is Rannoch Road
This is a long street so go up into the newer development
It is a red brick house on the right side of the street
I will have a balloon on the mailbox

Holiday Party Dir ections
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Free Parrot Stuf f
At the World Parr ot Trust,

Flock Talk is a free monthly email featuring parrot news, conservation updates, tips on care, expert interviews,
and much more. In each issue you will find fun links, great information and summaries of the most recent
activities of the WPT — all served up with a touch of humour. Sign up at

http://www.parrots.org/index.php/parrotnews/enewsletter/

New PDF copies of the WPT’s Happy Healthy Parrot brochure - plus a brand new PDF Poster - are now
available for you to download and print. While the Poster is only in English at this time, the brochures are
versions in Spanish, French, Italian, Finnish, German and Russian, as well as English. The link for the brochure
and poster in English are below:

Brochure http://www.parrots.org/pdfs/our_publications/hhp/HHP_08_USLEAFLET.pdf

Poster http://www.parrots.org/pdfs/our_publications/hhp/HHP_08_USPOSTER.pdf

The Parrot Enrichment Activity Book

http://www.parrots.org/pdfs/all_about_parrots/reference_library/
behaviour_and_environmental_enrichment/Parrot_Enrichment_Activity_Book.pdf

Enriching Lives: One Parrot at a Time

http://www.parrots.org/pdfs/all_about_parrots/reference_library/
behaviour_and_environmental_enrichment/Enrich_PS19_4.pdf

From Good Bird Inc.,

Lost Bird Flyers - templates that you can download in Microsoft Word format with various parrots featured on
them that you can easily add your own information. They can be very handy to have on hand if your bird becomes
lost.

http://www.goodbirdinc.com/help-lostbirdflyer.html
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DVD - PollyVision II - Parr ots of the Americas
SKU: V-PV2
Journey to places where the wild parrots dwell with the much-anticipated follow up to our successful first
edition.

Filmed in North and South America, PollyVision II provides an outstanding experience for you and your
feathered friends. Intended for an avian audience, this film has been carefully edited for your bird’s interests,
visual ability and attention span. It provides an experience that is enriching and enlightening and promises an
interactive encounter they’ll watch again and again. All proceeds benefit parrot conservation! Shipping included
in price. Pre-order now! Available in early December 2008.

Parrot DVDs
Available from the World Parr ot Trust

Available from Good Bird Inc.

The original PollyVision DVD of parrots filmed for parrots’ pleasure and enjoyment was a huge hit. There is now
a sequel that will be available in December from The World Parrot Trust USA. If it is ordered by December 5th,
you can get it by Christmas. It is $20 and can be purchased at
http://stor e.wptestore.com/servlet/Detail?no=177

At Good Bird Inc., professional animal trainer Barbara Heidenreich has a number of great DVDs. They are each
$21.95 (plus shipping) and can be purchased at http://www.goodbirdinc.com/books.html#new

Parrot Behavior and Training #1

The first in our series of Parrot Behavior and Training DVD’s, this DVD covers the basic fundamentals of
training with positive reinforcement. We give you detailed instructions on how to shape behavior. Our training
subjects are companion parrots learning behaviors for the first time. Be the first to experience these special
moments of learning captured on film.

Training for  the Veterinary Exam #2

Make you bird’s next visit to the veterinarian stress free! This DVD shows you how to train your parrot to
cooperate in his own medical care. Step by step instructions demonstrate how to train each behavior.

Understanding Parrot Body Language DVD
Reading you bird’s body language is one of the most important skills you can learn to help you build a
relationship with your parrot based on trust. It is how your parrot communicates. In this DVD professional
animal trainer Barbara Heidenreich guides you through the process of looking at a combination of body parts and
what they doing under different circumstances to give you an idea of just what might be going on in those very
special bird brains. 46 Minutes. Filmed in High Definition.
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First Protected Ar ea Established for Critically Endangered Blue-throated Macaw
 

(Washington, D.C. – October 31, 2008) The Bolivian conservation
organization Asociación Armonía, with the support of American Bird
Conservancy and World Land Trust-US, has created the world’s first
protected area, to be named the Barba Azul Nature Reserve, for the
Blue-throated Macaw, a critically endangered species with a population
estimated at just 300 birds. The group purchased an 8,785 acre ranch in
the grasslands of eastern Bolivia, a site with 20 Blue-throated Macaws
during the breeding season.
 
“This is a huge conservation achievement,” noted George Fenwick,
President of American Bird Conservancy. “The main threats to the Blue-
throated Macaw are capture for the pet trade and habitat destruction for
cattle ranching, and, until now, the species’ habitat was completely
unprotected.”
 
The Blue-throated Macaw is endemic to savannas in the Beni province
of Bolivia, and depends on motucu palms for nesting. These palms occur
in palm “islands” embedded in the extensive seasonally-flooded
grasslands. The entire known population of the species exists on private
ranches which undergo yearly burning and heavy grazing by cattle.

 
“In the face of this development pressure, there is an urgent need to expand the new reserve to conserve a viable
population of this spectacular macaw and the many other vulnerable species within it,” said Byron Swift,
Executive Director of World Land Trust - US.
 
The Barba Azul Nature Reserve also protects excellent Beni savanna habitat with good populations of vulnerable
species, such as the Sharp-tailed Tyrant, Cock-tailed Tyrant, and Black-masked Finch. Healthy populations of the
Near Threatened Greater Rhea and Orinoco Goose are common in the area.
 
Research in the area of the new reserve found the highest known density of the Blue-throated Macaw with a
roosting site in the dry season holding 70 individuals and 20 during the rainy season. The birds inhabit a remote
area with poor access, and the large group roosts in the forest islands. Armonía/Loro Parque Fundación have
identified a further five ranches for sale that are at risk of being developed and that are essential for the expansion
of the new private reserve, to protect 41% of the of the known Blue-throated Macaw population. 
 
“This work builds on the Armonía/Loro Parque Fundación Blue-throated Macaw Conservation Program which
has supported both research on the macaw and public outreach, including a pride campaign to build awareness of
the macaw and support its conservation,” said Bennett Hennessey, Executive Director of Armonía. “Raising

...continued on page 6
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public awareness to build local support for the macaw is our most potent tool to halt the illegal taking of these rare
birds for the pet trade.”
 
Armonía is planning the development of a research station and ecotourism facility with access by airplane at the
site to help support the project, and through Bird Endowment and Loro Parque Fundación support, the
organization has also been experimenting with nest boxes for the birds. The macaws are taking to them readily and
this provides an exciting opportunity to boost macaw breeding success while habitat restoration is underway. It
should also be possible to expand macaw habitat by creating  new tree islands. Removing grazing pressure will
improve habitat within existing tree islands and improve conditions for other savanna species. Similarly,
controlling fire will enhance habitat for all grassland species and prevent degradation of the tree islands.

 
#30#

 
American Bird Conservancy (ABC) is the only organization that works solely to conserve native wild birds and their
habitats throughout the Americas. ABC is consistently awarded a top, four-star rating by the independent group, Charity
Navigator.
 
Asociación Armonia is a Bolivian nonprofit organization dedicated to the conservation of birds and their habitats in
Bolivia.
 
World Land Trust - US is an international conservation organization working to preserve the world’s most biologically
important and threatened lands.

Blue-Throated Macaw Media Release continued from page 5

NCBC Club Meeting Minutes - 11/09/08 By Wendy Ernst

At our November meeting, members met at the Wilson Parrot Foundation in Damascus, Maryland. We had a great time
meeting all the birds around the center and listened to Brian Wilson tell how he founded his parrot rescue organization. Photo
opportunities were provided for anyone who wished to pose with various parrots on head, shoulders, and arms. Toward the end
of our visit, Kitty Miller presented Brian with a $300 donation check.

NCBC Yahoo Group

Please join us at:  http://gr oups.yahoo.com/group/birdclubinvirginia/

The purpose of this group is to exchange information and education, and to encourage interest in pet birds, from Canaries
to Macaws. This forum is for members of the National Capital Bird Club, as well as all others. There are currently 75
members. Please join, contribute and share! Stay in the know by bookmarking this site and visiting often. Check out the
interesting links.
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December 2008 AFA in Brief - Editor  Carol Lee

American Federation of Avicultur e 35th Annual Convention
August 5th-8th, 2009

Hilton Houston North
12400 Greenspoint Drive
Houston, Texas 77060

Renew Your Membership

Time To Renew AFA Memberships! It’s that time again, time for AFA Affiliated organizations to renew their memberships
with the American Federation of Aviculture, Inc. Affiliation applications have been mailed and memberships run from Dec
31, 2008 thru Dec 31, 2009. Contact the AFA Business Office if your organization has not received an application.

The American Federation of Aviculture
PO Box 91717

Austin, TX 78709-1717
Tel: (512) 585-9800
Fax: (512) 858-7029

afaoffice@earthlink.net
Join Today !

Purchase AFA Calenders

Purchase An AFA 2009 Calendar Today. $9.00 each. Contact the AFA office for a discount when purchasing 10 or more,
by phone at 512-585-9800, by email at AFAOffice@earthlink.net  or go to www.afabirds.org

FUNDAMENT ALS OF AVICUL TURE LEVEL  1

By Rick Jordan & Barbara Heidenreich With Illustrations By Lyrae Perry
This online course provides a foundation for the emerging science of aviculture. It is presented in nine chapters ranging from
anatomy and physiology to avian behavior; from laws and regulations affecting aviculture to how to provide proper housing
and prevent illness of birds in our care; and much more.
Fundamentals of Aviculture is written for: pet bird owners, bird breeders, veterinarians and employees of veterinary offices,
employees of bird related commercial establishments, zoo employees, and everyone associated with birds.
Take the course at: www.afabirds.org or www.FundamentalsofAvicultur e.com
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Phoenix Landing has many birds currently in foster care that need a permanent home. If you are interested in making
them part of your family, you can contact phoenixlanding@earthlink.net   For more information visit the Phoenix Landing
Website to learn more about adoption - http://www.phoenixlanding.org/

The Wilson Parrot Foundation has birds that need adoption.  If you are interested in volunteering or adopting, you can
read more about what is required at http://www.wilsonparrotfoundation.com/volunteer_adopt.htm

Adoption & Rescue

Advertisements
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NCBC Officers and Board Members
President...................................................John Davey...............703-281-5293.........jr .davey@verizon.net
Vice-President...........................................Kitty Miller ..............703-914-1050.........kittibel@hotmail.com
Treasurer ..................................................Elizabeth Moore ......703-751-5717.........ponypair@hotmail.com
Secretary ...................................................Wendy Ernst ............301- 439-6375........wernst40@yahoo.com
Audit Committee Chair ...........................John Davey...............703-281-5293.........jr .davey@verizon.net
Hospitality Committee Chair ..................Elizabeth Moore ......703-751-5717.........ponypair@hotmail.com
Library Committee Chair .......................Kitty Miller ..............703-914-1050.........kittibel@hotmail.com
Newsletter Committee Chair...................Carol Rees................703-528-2730.........carol.rees@usa.com
Publicity Committee Chair ......................Jeanne Nathanson....301-263-0770
Ways & Means Committee Chair...........Sally O’Dwyer .........703-356-4334.........slodwyer@yahoo.com
AFA Delegate #1.......................................Tom Marshall ...........703-777-3252.........tmarshall@cbmove.com
AFA Delegate #2.......................................Open .........................703-771-9678.........
BCV Delegate #1......................................Kitty Miller ..............703-914-1050.........kittibel@hotmail.com
BCV Delegate #2......................................John Davey...............703-281-5293.........jr .davey@verizon.net
BCV Delegate #3......................................John Long ................703-771-9678.........handyman1046@aol.com
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Club Meetings

Club meetings are normally held the first Sunday of each
month at 3:30p.m. at the McLean Government Center, 1437
Balls Hill Road, McLean, VA; (703) 356-0551.

Birds

Birds are temporarily suspended from the meetings due to the
McLean Government Center regulations stating that no live
animals may be brought into their center.



UPCOMING EVENTS

National Capital Bird Club
727 N Danville St
Arlington, VA 22201

Address Correction Requested

December 6, 2008 - by Phoenix Landing
Husbandry & Trick Training - (10am-12noon)

Fairlington Presbyterian Church
3846 King St.

Alexandria, VA
http://www.phoenixlanding.org/events.html

If your bird has been properly vetted within the
last 18 months, then E-mail
phoenixlanding@earthlink.net to obtain
authorization to bring your parrot for this class.

December 7, 2008 - by Phoenix Landing
“Things I Wish I’d Known” (1-3pm)
Eastern Exotics Veterinary Hospital

4001 Legato Rd
Fairfax, VA

http://www.phoenixlanding.org/events.html

January 10, 2009 - by Phoenix Landing
Frank Rutowski, DVM (10am-12noon)

Grace Presbyterian Church
7434 Bath St

Springfield, VA
http://www.phoenixlanding.org/events.html

January 17, 2009 - by Phoenix Landing
“A  Parrot’s Point of View” (10am-12noon)

Eastern Exotics Veterinary Hospital
4001 Legato Rd

Fairfax, VA
http://www.phoenixlanding.org/events.html


