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Dr. Jackie Jones
Speaks in October

Carol Rees, the NCBC newsletter editor and web site administrator, has
moved from College Park, MD to Arlington, VA.  All correspondence and
membership forms should reflect her new address, which is 727 N Danville
St, Arlington, VA 22201. Her new phone number is (703) 528-2730. Her
email has not changed. She will be printing up some new brochures that reflect
the new address, as well as changing the information on the NCBC web site.

NCBC Newsletter Editor Moves

NCBC Donates $500 to 911ParrotAlert
The club donated $500 to 911ParrotAlert to help in Donna Powell’s efforts

in rescuing parrots in New Orleans from the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.

John Long Has New Email Address
NCBC president John Long’s new email address is johdor@verizon.net

Dr. Jackie Jones, a veterinarian, will be the speaker at the October 2nd
meeting. Dr. Jones is a veterinarian at the Oakton Vienna Veterinary Hospital
in Vienna, Virginia and will be speaking on Disaster Preparedness as it relates
to pet owning households. This is particularly applicable after the recent Katrina
and Rita Hurricanes.
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AFA in Brief - Sep 2005
Editor: Carol Brasaemle

HURRICANE KATRINA DISASTER RELIEF

The American Federation of Aviculture, Inc. (AFA) has established a Disaster Relief Program to assist aviculturists who have been
affected by natural events such as hurricanes, wild fires, earthquakes, etc. Disaster relief is available to provide immediate and short
term assistance to aviculturists and their birds.

AFA is doing everything it can to assist birds and aviculturists in the wake of the deadly storm. Matt Schmit, South Central AFA
Regional Director is coordinating the AFA’s Disaster Relief efforts in the areas affected by Hurricane Katrina. Matt Schmit, Margrethe
Warden, Nancy Speed, Rick Jordan, Janice Boyd and State Coordinators, Club Delegates and aviculturists in the Gulf States are on
site pitching in with their muscle and organizational skills.

Please contact Matt by email (aves75@loriinae.com) if you are in need of assistance, if you know someone in need of assistance, or if
you are able to assist in the disaster relief efforts.  Please include the following information in your email:

• Your name, location, and contact information
• What type of assistance you would like to donate (supplies, food, etc.) or what type of assistance you need

If you would like to donate money to the Disaster Relief Fund, you may do so using the donation form at http://afabirds.org/
katrina.shtml or you may send a check to the American Federation of Aviculture office at:

American Federation of Aviculture
Post Office Box 7312
Kansas City, MO 64116

Or, if you would like to donate via credit card by telephone, you may
contact the office by phone at 816-421-2473.

Please be as generous as you can. Every little bit helps!

AFA AVICULTURE BADGE 2005

At the annual meeting of the American Federation of Aviculture in Miami, Florida, copies of the AFA Aviculture Badge Program were
available to the club delegates who attended the convention. Approximately 80 copies of the CD were handed out at that time.

Subsequent to that meeting, we plan to send out copies of the AFA Aviculture Badge CD to all affiliated clubs for use in their areas.
We will send them directly to the president of the affiliated clubs.

We see the AFA Aviculture Badge as one small program to begin bringing more young people into aviculture. We also believe that we
can continue to improve the program and hope to be able to reissue it each year with incremental improvements. Clubs are
encouraged to present the possibility of an aviculture badge to youth groups such as Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts and 4H.

If you do not receive your AFA Aviculture Badge CD by mid-October, please contact Brenda at pipersparrots@comcast.net.  She will
be happy to make certain that each club has at least one copy.

AFA/LORO PARQUE GRANT

Janice Boyd, AFA Conservation Chair, has issued the following in conjunction with the Board of Directors. The next grant will be
targeted to non-psittacine projects.

...continued on page 3
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AFA in Brief - Sep 2005 continued from page 2

GRANT ANNOUNCEMENT
LORO PARQUE FUNDACION AND THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICULTURE
2006 JOINT AWARD FOR PARROTS AND AVICULTURE

The American Federation of Aviculture (AFA) and the Loro Parque Fundación (LPF) jointly offer a grant of US$5,000 for a project
which aims to improve the welfare and/or conservation of one or more species of parrots (Psittaciformes), specifically by association
with aviculture and/or the use of avicultural techniques, in captivity and/or in the field. A broad range of subjects for projects is
possible, but all candidate projects must have a clear link to aviculture. There is no geographical restriction on where
the project can take place.

The project must commence in 2006, and the grant will be for the duration of one year from the starting date. The project is expected
to yield results appropriate to its stated objectives by the end of the grant period. Please note that currently this grant scheme is
not for multi-year funding of projects.

The deadline for receipt of applications for the grant is Friday September 23rd 2005, and the successful applicant will be informed as
soon as possible after the decision of the judging panel. This will be after the third week in October 2005.

For application forms and guidelines, please log on to:

www.afabirds.org or www.loroparque-fundacion.org or contact:
The Director, Loro Parque Fundación, 38400 Puerto de la Cruz,
Tenerife, Canary Islands, Spain. Fax: +34 922 375021;  Tel: +34 922
374081; E-mail: environment@loroparque-fundacion.org
or
The Chair, AFA Conservation and Research Committee, E-mail:
conservation@afabirds.org

The AFA is a non-profit national organization established in 1974, whose mission and purpose is promote the advancement of
aviculture through educational programs that enable better husbandry, management, and living conditions for exotic birds; promote
avian research and conservation of exotic birds; keep its members aware of legislative issues that affect aviculture and aviculturists
and keep legislators aware of the need for fair and equitable regulations. The goal of AFA is to insure long-term, self-sustaining
populations of exotic birds both in captivity and in the wild.

The LPF, member of the IUCN, is a non-profit conservation organisation with its headquarters at Loro Parque, Tenerife, Canary
Islands, Spain. It operates on an international basis with the mission is to conserve parrots and their habitats, through
education, applied research, responsible breeding programmes, and community-based conservation activities that use parrots as
ambassadors for nature.
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A Tale of Two Birds or Two Bird’s Tails By John Davey

...continued on page 5

There are all sorts of wonderful things that happen when you adopt a new, baby bird.  If you do get a “brand new” baby bird,
hopefully you adopt the bird after it has fledged, and it is eating and drinking on its own.  But even getting a new bird in its 12th week
or so of life, you have what is basically a blank slate – a slate that you can imprint (hopefully) with the best habits and traits of a good
companion bird.

It’s a big responsibility, but it’s one that most bird owners look forward to and cherish.  It’s always a treat and a great feeling of
success and elation the first time a new, young bird learns to “step up” or to speak a first or new word.  There’s always lots of promise
and lots of hope, and lots of wonderful expectation.  And that’s the way it should be.

Now, I would not suggest that anyone adopt a young bird before it has fledged – I think it’s way too dangerous.  Unless you know
how to hand feed a baby bird, it’s best to leave that effort to a professional breeder.  A well-meaning amateur (I’m one of them.) could
cause all sorts of harm, if they don’t know what they are doing.  Just my personal opinion, but one that I think most bird experts
would second.  Wait until the bird has fledged, and you will still have plenty of time to imprint all you want on a young bird.

But, increasingly, for many bird owners, they are not the first owner of a bird.  These days, it’s not at all unusual for someone to adopt
or inherit a bird that had been raised in another home – in another setting.  Many, many times, birds are passed around or change
owners through no fault of their own.  Anyone who has spent any time at all on the Quaker Parakeet Discussion List or on any of the
many other companion parrot discussion lists has seen example after example of how a bird can move from one family to another, and
from one owner to another.

I don’t really like the idea of birds moving from one place to another – from one owner to another – because it can be very upsetting
to a bird.  But I also do know that sometimes – many times – a move is necessary and many times, a move is for the best – both for
birds and for owners.

Now that I have been the proud owner of two separate and distinct Quaker Parakeets, I guess it’s time to compare the two birds and
consider similarities and differences.

I owned Old Teddy Bird, the plucked nekkid, neurotic Quaker hen for almost 10 years before her untimely death a year ago September.
Like most females, she was a constant contradiction in terms, attitudes, and behaviors.  Teddy was MY bird.  She considered me her
mate, and would usually not brook any interference from anyone else – if I were anywhere in eyesight.  There were a very few
exceptions – Father Jim Fisher comes clearly to mind.  Teddy fell head over heels (claws?) in love with Father Jim from the first
moment she met him.  But for the most part, she was my bird.  As I said, just like many (some?) females, Old Teddy Bird could be
loving and affectionate in one moment and then standoff and snappish in the next.  It kept life interesting for a slow-witted male..  She
would usually – usually – let me into her cage without drawing blood.

Our new bird – Old Frodo Bird – the slightly plucked Quaker cock that had escaped from somewhere and was ultimately sent to me by
Mattie Sue Athan has now been in our household for 6 months.

Mattie Sue had sent the bird to me with the explicit proviso that Frodo was a handful … full of personality and attitude … a perfect
second act to my experiences with Old Teddy Bird.  I have to admit that I was more than a little pleased and flattered because Mattie
Sue had said that the bird was a handful – that he had survived in the wild – that he had probably been abused at sometime (Mattie
Sue thought he had been the victim of beak snapping.) – that he was a biter – probably as a result of the abuse – and that he was a
minor plucker.  (He has plucked the feathers around the right side of his neck.)  Actually, I was secretly pleased that Mattie Sue
thought that I could handle a partially plucked, aggressive, personality-filled, biting Quaker.

Frodo Bird has not yet decided who he belongs to or who he cares for.  He is very, very possessive of his cage and will fight – to the
death – any hand that trespasses into his kingdom.  I don’t care who, what, when, where, why, or how … nobody (no hand) makes it
out of his cage, alive.

Old Teddy Bird was a “closet talker.”  She liked to talk softly and sweetly to herself.  Many times, in the evening after I covered her
cage, Teddy would run through a litany of words and phrases, saying them softly, quietly to herself, over and over again.  I think it
was a calming down sequence that she would go through – at the end of the day.  At other times, Teddy would rattle through her
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repertoire when she was alone in her cage, when she thought no one else was around.  She would shut up just as soon as she spotted
someone listening.  Teddy didn’t like to “perform” for people.  I could bring her out when company came, and you would never, ever
get so much as a “Pretty Bird” out of her.  As a final note, Teddy had a soft, Budgie-type voice. She could say a lot of different word
and phrases, but you had to cock your ear and listen carefully to be able to discern what she was saying.  Soft and Mild.

Frodo, on the other hand, is a big mouth.  He loves to talk.  Long and Loud!  Mattie Sue had warned me that she had seldom heard
such a broad and distinct vocabulary from a Quaker Parakeet, but I had taken a “wait and see” attitude until he showed up at the
airport freight terminal.

Well, now that Frodo has been in our home for 6 months, let me tell you!  That little bird can talk!  I don’t know who his previous
owners were, but they taught him loads of words, and (Thankfully!) none of them naughty.  It’s always fun to get into a “What?!!”
shout down with Frodo.  He’s the one who always starts it.  We will be sitting quietly, and Frodo will – out of the blue – come out with
a loud, distinctive “What?!”  That’s an invitation for one of us to answer him with a slightly louder “What??!!”  Frodo then responds
with a still louder “What???!!!”  We respond with an even louder “What???!!!” and then Frodo closes all discussion with an extra
loud “WHAAAAAAT???!!!”  It sounds like a bad television sitcom.

The really remarkable thing for me has been to hear how loud and how clearly Old Frodo Bird talks!  As I said, Old Teddy Bird talked
softly and quietly.  You had to cock an ear to hear all of the words and phrases that Teddy could use.  Not so with Frodo!  He is loud;
he is clear; he is distinct.  Some of his best (and loudest) phrases include a loud, prolonged “FEEED MEEEE! – much like the Audrey
plant on “The Little Shop of Horrors” movie.  Another Frodo favorite is a loud, insistent “What‘Cha Doin?” – that he seems to use a
lot whenever Mosby Dog – our Coonhound – is nosing around Frodo’s cage.  I honestly think that Frodo is trying to coax Mosby
into putting his nose up to the cage bars so that he can nip the poor dog on the schnozz.

I do know that my most favorite “Frodo-ism” came about somewhat by chance.  In fact, I can’t even remember how we first started
this sequence.  If you direct Frodo to, “Give me a kiss!”  He will respond with a long, drawn-out, loud smooching sound.
“SMMMAAAAACCCCKKKKK!!!!  Much like Dinah Shore used to do at the end of her old Chevrolet television show.  Then, Frodo
waits for you to respond with the statement:  “He’s a good boy!”

If you don’t immediately respond to the smooch with the phrase “He’s a good boy!” then Frodo fills in for you, repeating over and
over again “He’s a good boy!  He’s a good boy! SMOOCH!  He’s a good boy!”  It’s always so loud, so distinct, and so clear that it
brings the house down.

Finally, Frodo is a biter.  No way around that.  I call him “Cobra Bird” or “Piranha Bird.”  Old Teddy Bird would bite, but it was usually,
normally, … (OK! OK! “OCCASIONALLY”) … a half-hearted bite.  Frodo, on the other hand, puts his entire heart and soul into each
and every bite.  Where I would sometimes get an inverted “V” mark on my skin from Old Teddy Bird’s top beak, I now get the full
“broken teardrop” marks from both Frodo’s top and bottom beak.  It looks a lot like:  “< ),” and brother does it sting!  I can probably
count on both hands the number of times that Old Teddy Bird drew blood with her bites – over the period of a decade.  Frodo has
already exceeded Teddy in the blood letting department - in the first six months in his new home.

Anyway, a wise prophet once said “It doesn’t necessarily TAKE all kinds … There just ARE all kinds.”  We are enjoying our new,
used bird.  He is full of personality, and just when I thought that I knew everything that there is to know about Quaker parakeets, Old
Frodo Bird comes along to remind me that I am really just an amateur.  It’s fun.

©John Davey 2005

A Tale of Two Birds continued from page 4



UPCOMING EVENTS

National Capital Bird Club
727 N Danville St
Arlington, VA 22201

Address Correction Requested

October 1, 2005
MD All Canary Club’s Annul Fall Classic & Bird Mart

Best Western/Balt. Travel Plaza
(301) 842-2956 or (703) 929-3536

October 15, 2005 (9am-4pm)
Baltimore Bird Fancier's 65th Annual Bird Show

Tall Cedars of Lebanon Hall
Parkville, MD

(410) 668-2477 or (410) 256-9326
http://www.baltimorebirdfancier@verizon.net

October 16, 2005 (2-5pm)
Eric Peake Seminar

Thomas Nelson Community College - Moore Hall
Newport News, VA

(757) 247-0168, (757) 867-8161, or (757) 599-3176
www.vapeninsulacagedbirdsociety.org

December 4, 2005 (9am-4pm)
Mid-Atlantic Bird Mart

Tysons Corner VA. Westpark Best Western Hotel
Admission $3.00

Contact John Long at 703-771-9678 or johdor@verizon.net


