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Map & Directions to June Picnic

Kitty Miller

4905 Montgomery Street
Annandale, VA  22003

(703) 914-1050

Directions:

– I-495 to Braddock Rd East
– Proceed to Braddock and Backlick Rd (This is the third traffic light)
– Continue on Braddock to the second left which is Montgomery St
– House is immediately before the 3rd speed bump on the right side
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Tiffy’s Story continued from page 1

trip to the vet’s office
revealed malnutrition and a
respiratory infection. He
was promptly placed on a
pelleted Harrison’s diet and
antibiotics. She introduced
him to a variety of table
foods, and his health was
excellent by the time I met
him in 1997.

Vicky brought Tiffy to
our house one April
Saturday in 1997. She was
nice enough to let me give
Tiffy a probational period.
If it didn’t work out, I could
give him back, no strings
attached. She did warn me
that Tiffy was a screamer,
but nothing could be worse
than a cherry-headed
conure—or so I thought.
My first inkling of doubt
came when Vicky left our
house, virtually clicking her
heels in delight (Much in
the same way Dori Decker
Long did when she passed
on to me the duties of
editing the NCBC
newsletter!).

 Things started off
quietly enough. Tiffy had
had his last Pacheco’s vaccination (strongly
suggested by his previous avian vet) and
stayed quarantined in our bedroom for 60
days. In those days, and probably for the first
year, he was very mistrustful of me, a little
on the inactive side, often wheezing in fear
when strangers would enter the room. His
voice was questioning, disturbed. A soft
“Buddah?” was the only sound he uttered.

Toward the end of the quarantine period,
I had made very little progress with him and
became frustrated that he wasn’t like Charlie,
the active, sweet personality I was
accustomed to. I had naively believed that
all parrots were fun-loving and socialized
like her. Why wasn’t Tiffy like Charlie?

The day arrived when I could finally
introduce the two birds. The first time I
walked up to Tiffy’s cage with Charlie on
my shoulder, Tiffy perked up with curiosity

like I had never seen him do before. Charlie,
on the other hand, promptly turned into
“Chicken Little” and retreated to the middle
of my back between my shoulder blades.

The second time I introduced them, Tiffy
was out on top of his cage. I opened the
bedroom door with Charlie on my shoulder,
and suddenly the calm, mellow Tiffy with
clipped wings exploded into flight and
headed straight for us! Charlie became
startled and fell down onto the floor of the
hallway behind me. I quickly closed the door
on Tiffy before he fell short of the door,
landing harmlessly on the carpet. After this
incident, I decided that Tiffy’s reaction could
be one of two things: Territoriality, or a desire
to meet and greet this new birdie friend.

When I thought about what Vicky had
told me about Tiffy’s background, I realized
that he did enjoy the company of other birds,

except, for some strange
reason, yellow cockatiels. I was
beginning to learn something of
the differences between wild-
caught and hand-fed parrots.
Tiffy was definitely a “bird’s
bird”. He knew he was a bird.
He knew he wanted to be with
other birds. Charlie, being a
hand-raised bird, was on the
other end of the spectrum.
Definitely a bird who didn’t
know she was a bird and didn’t
want anything to do with other
birds. Years later, Vicky sent me
an old photograph of Tiffy in
his cage with a lovebird buddy.
Apparently the lovebird would
squeeze its little body between
the bars of Tiffy’s cage and
nestle itself right next to the
chunky orange-wing. I deduced
correctly that Tiffy’s reaction to
Charlie was a friendly one.

A few days later, I moved
Tiffy’s cage into Charlie’s room
and waited to see what, if
anything would develop. The
quiet, shy Tiffy quickly became
bold, a bird intent on drowning
out any utterance the conure
made. It was then that I learned
that indeed, Amazons are
louder than conures, and that

Amazons can actually make your eardrums
cave in with their shrieks!

Because of his loud voice, I did consider
returning him to Vicky on a few occasions,
but at that point we had already done so much
to get to where we were. I felt there was no
turning back, even though I know she would
have cheerfully taken him back. I also
thought about his welfare, knowing that what
he didn’t need right then was another transfer.
While the animal-loving Vicky had been
concerned enough to rescue him from his
neglectful previous owner, she was not
necessarily a bird person. Tiffy needed to be
with a bird-loving, bird-understanding
person, and I resolved to committing myself
to providing him with a stable home for as

...continued on page 4
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long as I could.
Tiffy and I had a couple of training issues

to tackle. Knowing that birds need to be
bathed at least once a week, I had to figure
out how to bathe Tiffy. Vicky told me to bathe
him by squirting him with a water bottle, but
I really didn’t know how or where to do this
in a peaceable manner, so I tried by bathing
him on the floor of the tub with the shower
on. He hated it. He’d just sort of make a
pathetic sound, keep his feathers smooth
against his body, and retreat to the back of
the tub. One day, I was given a shower perch
with suction cups to attach to the shower
wall, so I tried that. It was like a light came
on in that little birdie brain of his! He
stretched out his wings, fluffed up his
feathers and did his best beautiful
impersonation of an Amazon parrot taking a
bath! And what a bather he is even today,
relishing every drop until I turn off the water.

The other training issue was that he was
cage-bound, and would not come out if
asked. So I gently and persistently “chased”
him around his cage with a wooden dowel,
patiently asking him to step up. He would
flare out his tail, snap at the dowel and push
it away with his foot. He was determined not
to step up on command. I repeated this
activity so many times that every time I
picked up the dowel, Charlie would chant
from the other side of the room, “Step up!”
Finally, one day he did step up on the dowel,
and now every time he will step up onto the
dowel when I put it in the cage. One neat
thing he does that did not take a long time to
teach, is when I want him to go back into the
cage, I merely snap my fingers and point at
the doorway of the cage. He goes right in!

Now after eight years together, I would
say that Tiffy has come a long way under

my care. He is a very gentle bird. Of course,
he does bluff a bit and snap at you when you
put your hand in the cage, but it’s more of a
territorial/fear thing than a mean streak. He
has come to expect head scratches in the
morning when I uncover his cage, and the
interesting thing is that he allows me to do it
for longer periods if Charlie is on my
shoulder. He will say “hello” for a peanut or
any other treat. He also has a few fabulous
whistles in his repertoire, but since I can’t
whistle, I can’t make him do any of them on
command. Once in a great while, he’ll
randomly throw a few whistles into one of
his vocalizing sessions, but it is so rare I am
amazed that he still remembers them.

As for the relationship between Tiffy and
Charlie, Tiffy adores Charlie, but she will
only nip at him. There have been many
instances where Charlie has fallen from her
cage onto the floor, and Tiffy will climb
down from his cage to be with her. The first
time this happened, I heard Charlie make a
sound of distaste, and after I came into the
room to see what was the matter, Tiffy was
lumbering back over to his cage while
Charlie was running towards me, leaving a
large Tiffy feather on the floor behind her.
Given those clues, I would say that Charlie
bit Tiffy hard enough to pull a feather,
causing him to retreat. I am lucky that it is
not in Tiffy’s nature to retaliate.

On other instances, Charlie has been
startled and accidentally landed on Tiffy’s
cage or play stand. Gentle bird that he is, he
does not harm Charlie even while she
inadvertently invades his territory. Because
I don’t wish to force the issue, and because
Charlie refuses to accept Tiffy as a friend, I
am careful to keep the birds apart from each
other.

Even though my birds will probably
never act like nest mates together, in spite of
herself, I think Charlie has grown to accept
Tiffy for who he is. In the same way, I have
learned to accept Tiffy for who he is, and to
appreciate his gentle ways. In spite of a
previous neglectful life, and at least four
different owners, he has not become
hardened, and I admire that quality in him.
Lane Dicker is right, Amazons are truly
resilient birds.

I share my story about Tiffy because I
believe our years together are to come to an
end soon. I need to find a home for Tiffy.
Because Tiffy is one of those dusty birds that
does not have a preen gland, and because I
am allergic to feathers, my allergy to him is
much more severe than it is to the conure,
who does have a preen gland. I have been
enduring the allergies for over eight years
now. I have been in no hurry to find a new
home for Tiffy because I am waiting for the
right person to come along. Admittedly, I
haven’t been trying very hard, but I think that
now the timing is right. I believe that because
he doesn’t require a lot of “people” attention,
he would fit in very well with other birds.
However, if he were an only bird in a
household, there’s no telling what kind of
special relationship could blossom. He has
proven to me that, unlike dogs, you can teach
an old parrot new tricks! If you or anyone
you know might be interested in acquiring
Tiffy into your home, please drop me an e-
mail, Lspikkaart@juno.com, and I will be
happy to answer any questions about him.

Tiffy’s Story continued from page 3

Banded Quaker Parakeet Found

A banded Quaker Parakeet was found mid-April in Springfield, VA
To claim contact (703) 644-5705 or gail@gailbird.us
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AFA in Brief - May 2005
Carol Brasaemle, Editor 

 
2005 AFA CONVENTION UPDATE!  
 
Don’t forget that your “early bird registration” must be postmarked by June 25, 2005. As an AFA member you save 
$40 by registering early and an additional $30 saved over a non-member registration. If you are a club delegate or 
state coordinator, you can save an additional $15.  You can register on line in minutes by going to the AFA website at 
www.AFAbirds.org  and go to the 2005 Convention tab.  

Here is the latest complete list of speakers for the 2005 convention!  
 

Laurie Baker “The Elements of a High Quality Retail Operation” 
Jason Beck “Barbets in Aviculture” and “Hornbills in Aviculture” 
Diane Bock (Sponsored by The Bird Endowment) “Working Together for the Betterment of 

Aviculture From the Perspective of a Hobbyist” 
Robert Bragg, Ph.D.   “Control of Infectious Diseases in Captive Parrots” and “Increasing Our 

Understanding of Psittacine Beak and Feather Disease Virus” 
Leland Burns “New Concepts in Aviary Design” 
Camille Cline, Keeper, 
Houston Zoo 

“Co-parenting Quetzals:  The Use of Supplemental Feeding to Ensure Chick 
Well-being” 

Susan Clubb, DVM 
(Sponsored by the International Conure 
Association)   

“Feather Damaging Behavior – It’s More than Just Plucking”, “After the 
Diagnosis – Living with PDD”, “Parrots Inside and Out” and “The History of 
Parrot Jungle” 

Kashmir Csaky Preparing Your Birds for a Future Without You” and “Evaluating Rescue Centers 
for Your Birds” 

Dianalee Deter “Emergency Bird Care” 
Dann Dunst “Galliformes” 
Susan Friedman, Ph.D., 
Utah State University 
(Sponsored by The Bird Endowment) 

“The Help at Hand: The Natural Science of Behavior” and “Alternatives to 
Breaking Parrots” 

Jay Gonzales, Zoological Manager, 
Disney’s Animal Kingdom 

“The Diversity of Ducks” 

Kevin Graham,  Keeper, 
Disney’s Animal Kingdom 

“Remarkable birds – fabled creatures – Inspirational high notes and exasperating 
challenges” 

Steve Hartman “Fundamental Biology of Flight” 
Marshall Liger,  
AFA South Carolina State Coordinator 

“Young Today, Retired Tomorrow – Preparing the Next Generation” 

Greg Matuzak,  
(Sponsored by Amigos de las Aves USA) 

“Ecology and Diet of Six Parrot Species in Costa Rica” 

Sandee Molenda “There’s No Business Like Show Business” and “Legislative Issues: One Person 
Can Make a Difference” 

Julie Murad “Parrot Welfare Organizations: An Essential Part of Healthy Aviculture” 
Lyrae Perry Mutations: Genetics for Smart Breeders” and “Debunking Myths On and Off the 

Internet” 
Matthias Reinschmidt, Curator,  
Loro Parque Fundacion  
(Sponsored by Loro Parque Fundacion) 

“What Now For The Spix’s Macaw?”, “The Conservation Of Endangered Parrots 
In Columbia”, and “The Loro Parque Parrot Collection” 
 

Grenville Roles, Curator of Birds 
Disney’s Animal Kingdom 

“The value of Diversity in a Zoological Avian collection” 

 

...continued on page 6
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CLUB INFORMATION...
NCBC Officers and Board Members

NCBC is affiliated with the American
Federation of Aviculture, Bird Clubs of
Virginia, and Bird Clubs of America.
NCBC is dedicated to education and
aviculture with respect to all types of
birds.

Annual DUES are payable on January
1 of each year:  Individual  - $20;  Family
- $25.  After June, dues are one-half the
above amount.  Make checks payable to
NCBC and send to: National Capital
Bird Club, 4615 Harvard Road, College
Park, MD 20740.

Club MEETINGS are normally held the
first Sunday of each month at 3:30p.m.
at the McLean Government Center, 1437
Balls Hill Road, McLean, VA; (703)
356-0551.

DIRECTIONS TO MEETINGS:
From Capital Beltway (I-495):  Exit onto
Rt. 123 EAST (toward McLean).
Follow Rt. 123/Dolly Madison through
watching for small blue sign that says
“police substation.”  Turn left onto
Lewinsville Road.  Take immediate right
on to Balls Hill Rd.

BIRDS are normally welcome at
meetings; however, NCBC assumes no
responsibility for their safety or welfare.

REFRESHMENTS: Please bring a
snack to share at the meetings whenever
you can.  It doesn’t need to be fancy or
handmade, store-bought is fine.

DONATE USED MAGAZINES:
Please donate your old magazines to the
Club Librarian when you are finished
with them. The club resells these at bird
marts and it really helps out in raising
money.

NCBC Editorial Policies:
The views and opinions expressed in this
newsletter are not necessarily those of
the Editor, the Club or its members.
Unless otherwise stated, articles
appearing in The Capital Flyer may be
reprinted provided that credit is given
to the author and The Capital Flyer. To
protect other authors, permission must
be obtained from the original source.
Send articles or newsletter submissions
to:  Carol Rees, NCBC Editor, 4615
Harvard Road, College Park, MD
20740-3752 or carol.rees@usa.com

CLASSSIFED AD RATES:

Ad Type      Member     Non-Member

Line Ad       Free 15¢/word -
$ 3 min.

Bus. Card    Free $ 5
¼ page $5 $10
½ page $8 $15

NCBC Advertising Policies:
Advertisements appearing in The
Capital Flyer are not endorsed by
NCBC unless stated otherwise. NCBC
assumes no responsibility for
advertiser’s claims or the quality of their
product or service. NCBC reserves the
right to refuse any advertisement it
considers inappropriate. Advertisements
must be prepaid.

Article & Info Submission:
Please submit all articles and info for
the newsletter to Carol Rees at 4615
Harvard Road, College Park, MD
20740-3752 or to her email address of
carol.rees@usa.com

President ................................................... John Long ................ 703-771-9678......... jodo@eswis.net
Vice-President .......................................... Kitty Miller .............. 703-914-1050.........kittibel@hotmail.com
Treasurer .................................................. Wayne Porter .......... 703-751-5717.........ponypair@hotmail.com
Secretary ................................................... Carol Rees ................ 301-277-9846......... carol.rees@usa.com
Audit Committee Chair .......................... OPEN
Hospitality Committee Chair ................. Elizabeth Moore ...... 703-751-5717
Library Committee Chair ...................... OPEN
Newsletter Committee Chair .................. Carol Rees ................ 301-277-9846......... carol.rees@usa.com
Publicity Committee Chair .................... Jeanne Nathanson ... 301-263-0770
Ways & Means Committee Chair .......... OPEN
AFA Delegate ............................................ Tom Marshall .......... 703-777-3252......... tmarshall@cbmove.com
AFA Delegate ............................................ John Long ................ 703-771-9678......... jodo@eswis.net
BCV Delegate ........................................... John Long ................ 703-771-9678......... jodo@eswis.net
BCV Delegate ........................................... OPEN



UPCOMING EVENTS

National Capital Bird Club
4615 Harvard Road
College Park, MD  20740-3752

Address Correction Requested

August 3-6, 2005
AFA 2005 Convention

Miami, FL
http://afabirds.org

August 28, 2005 (9am-4pm)
Mid-Atlantic Bird Mart

Tysons Corner VA. Westpark Best Western Hotel
Admission $3.00

Contact John Long at 703-771-9678 or jodo@eswis.net

June 11, 2005 (9am-4pm)
PBCS Bird Festival Show & Mart

The Columbian Center
12742 Nettles Drive
Newport News, VA
Admission $3.00

http://www.vapeninsulacagedbirdsociety.org/mart.html

June 18, 2005 (1-3pm)
Seminar: Blood Tests, Diseases, & General Health

by Dr. Valerie Campbell
Senior Center at Loudoun County Dept of Parks,

Recreation, & Community Services
215 Depot Ct, SE Leesburg, VA

www.phoenixlanding.org/seminars.htm


