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NCBC Members Win at Bird Show
Sally O’Dwyer and her daugther Caroline competed their Budgerigars at the Garden State Budgerigar Society
Show on June 11th. Sally breeds English Budgerigars and her daughter, Caroline, raises some of the birds.
Caroline won Best Junior and Sally won Best Novice.

They belong to the Maryland Budgerigar Society. It is open to all who love budgies and you don’t have to be a
resident of Maryland. For more information, contact Sally O’Dwyer at (703) 356-4334 or email her at
slodwyer@yahoo.com

Above left Caroline O’Dwyer wins Best Junior and above right Sally O’Dwyer wins Best Novice
Sally’s winning bird is pictured below
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Bird Stories:  Diary of an Amateur Birdkeeper  (Part II) by Jeanne Nathanson
The Case of the Passionate Parrot - Big Bubba Joins the Flock and I have Bird Wars on My Hands

...continued on page 5

And there he was.  The largest male greenwing I had ever seen and sporting one of the
biggest beaks I had seen on a bird other than a Hyacinth.   He stared at me through the
bars of his oversized cage and I stared back.  This bird was not living in the macaws’
room in the back of the Foundation with the gaggle of other sometimes grumpy macaws
of various colors and sizes, but was settled in with smaller parrots in the middle room.
The reason being, I was told, he doesn’t like other macaws.  But I was asked to play
with him because “he loves women” and he needed a foster home.

My previous experience with macaws lead me to decide these big colorful birds are
truly people, even after losing a toenail to one.  With more than a little trepidation, I
opened his door and held out my arm.  He happily stepped up causing me to brace
myself against the force of his weight.  He was one of the heaviest birds I had ever held.
He looked at me and I looked at him, and (here we go again) it was love.   He lowered
his giant head for petting and I brought him close to me for a cuddle.  The next thing I
knew, he was riding home with me, sitting on the top of the back seat of my SUV with a
towel under his tail.  No carrier was big enough to hold him and his magnificent long
tail.

His name was Candy.  Were they really serious when they named him or maybe they
thought he was a she?  I renamed him Big Bubba.   I was bringing him home just for a

weekend visit.   He came as a supreme shock to both human and bird family members alike.   Punctuated by comments of “Oh, my
God!’  from the humans and shrieks of rage from Tina the cockatoo, I soon discovered that he didn’t fit the biggest cage I had
available so he would have to spend the weekend on top of it sitting on the playgym.

But finally, I had a bird who could eat a walnut, crushing the shell effortlessly.  None of my other birds could manage that feat and I
had a huge sack of walnuts and brazil nuts that I could finally get rid of.  When taken upstairs for his shower (he was too long for the
kitchen sink), he climbed down from the towel rack where I had put him and confidently walked into the shower spreading his giant
wings to catch the flow of water.   Now fed and washed, he would be ready for some flock time on the playgyms in the family room.

Flock time that evening turned out to be mayhem.   Tina the cockatoo could not share her playgym with this giant red intruder.  But
then she cannot share her playgym with anyone but Grey Bird, the deep thinking African Grey Congo.   Big Bubba preferred to spend
his evening sitting on my knee and watching TV.  He periodically leaned his giant head against me for petting, taking my thumb in his
oversized beak and pumping his head until he had left me a nice deposit in the palm of my hand.  He did this five times in a row.  I
was honored by his gift and, fortunately, I always keep paper towels close at hand when the birds are out.

Tina, however, was driven to a raging frenzy.  She hopped on the back of the sofa and screaming and displaying with all her might —
arching her crown, stamping her feet, and spreading her wings — with the intent of menacing the offending red intruder into retreat
from me and hopefully existence itself.   Big Bubba bowed his head compliantly towards her, but she would not be placated.   Tina, a
small, thin, elderly, wild caught female umbrella, a third of Big Bubba’s size, is timid of new people, but obviously not of other birds.
She chases and bullies my amazons and mini macaw but doesn’t hurt them.  I placed Big Bubba on one of the playgyms and she
immediately set about trying to drive him off by brute force.  She got her foot bitten.  Big Bubba could just as easily have bitten it off.
When constant efforts to calm Tina went unheeded (it was becoming her life’s work to get at the Big One), I decided it was better not
to let her out of her cage when he was out until she had accustomed herself to him.

Big Bubba spent his night sitting on top of a cage.  The next morning I awoke early and went down to make coffee.  I peeked in the
birds’ room and the Big One was sleeping quietly on his perch.   I went about making coffee and turned around to find him standing
in the kitchen doorway, having walked through two darkened rooms to enjoy some early morning companionship.   He perched
himself on the bar stool at the center island and I made him a piece of toast.   Then we moved to the kitchen table and he perched
himself on the back of one of the chairs.   Me with my coffee cup, him with his plate of toast, we sat companionably at the table
together.  He made for excellent company over morning coffee — better than most people.
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The Case of the Passionate Parrot continued from page 4
That afternoon I took him back to the Foundation.   He climbed around me in the car—probably a traffic accident waiting to happen
— more for other drivers who were rubbernecking to look at the big red bird.  I decided to foster him but needed a bigger cage.

The next weekend found me with a used large cage and Big Bubba back at my house.  I positioned his cage not far from Tina’s,
hoping that his ongoing proximity would enable her to accept him as a member of her flock.

Big Bubba made himself right at home but not to everyone’s benefit.  I had to have either Tina or Big Bubba out of their cages one at
a time.  Tina would literally climb to the top of Bubba’s cage and try to dislodge him if he was sitting there.  Tina was always a
handful.

Big Bubba, on the other hand, was becoming a big handful.  One afternoon, he was sitting with me in the kitchen and when I turned
around, he was gone.  I searched the house for him, finally locating him in the back of my upstairs bedroom closet, making a nest out
of my bedroom slippers.  He became obsessed with that closet.  Since he was powerful enough to open the swinging doors from the
kitchen, he felt obliged to return to that upstairs closet again and again.  He would not be deterred.

Then, he decided that every male in the household, including sons, was something to be driven out.  He would spread his huge wings,
lower his head, and chase them through the house trying to bite their legs and feet.  They were terrorized.  Curiously, my male
Amazon was fascinated by the behavior of the only other male bird in the flock — and such a big and dynamic one, too!  Surely, a
creature to be emulated!  Togo, the male blue front, was always a copy cat and a real flunky for the dominate member of the flock.
He decided that if Big Bubba could chase the guys around, then he would chase me and have some fun too.  So there we were, a
houseful of screaming, running people being chased around by two birds who just loved to see it.

Tina, on the other hand, was morosely sitting in her cage.  Each morning, we were greeted by her angry squawks when she awoke and
realized, still again, that that big red bird was still there.  She kept hoping he was all a bad dream.  Her turn to be out of her cage
would come later when I rotated Big Bubba back to his cage.  At least then I could relax and not constantly have to coax the Big One
out of my closet where my bedroom slippers were now shredded into a soft, cozy heap— a nest perfect for luring a mate to,
preferably me; or having to block the kitchen doors with bar stools to keep him in visual range; or having husband and son call from
their cell phones to ask if he was around before they came into the room.

Finally, it was Tina’s turn to be out of her cage and come into the family room to share in
daily activities.  I decided to leave Big Bubba on top of his cage in the bird room and
closed the glass door between rooms.   When I first looked in on him, he was standing at
the glass door looking in to the dining room.  When I looked in on him a second time, he
had chewed through the base of the door and his head was in the dining room.

Later that week, I was late getting home from work, and husband decided to be helpful.
He let all the birds out unsupervised.  Hearing shrieking and screaming, he ran into the
bird room and found Tina and Big Bubba in a heap on the floor.  Neither bird came out of
their battle unscathed.  Tina had some minor bites and Big Bubba will, for many years,
sport a hole in his beak.

Fortunately, Tina’s injuries were treatable and fairly minor; her recovery complete.  By the
droop of her wings, her poor dignity was more than a little damaged.  I’m sure that Tina
was the aggressor as she had always been, but she finally met her match in such a big bird.

Big Bubba, on the other hand, was kind not to injure her more than he did.  I had already seen what that enormous beak could do.

Now, Big Bubba, probably renamed Candy, is staying with another foster family — a single woman that he can call his mate.  I see
him occasionally and always recognize him by his size and by the hole in his beak.  I still love that big red creature.  He is one of the
most intelligent birds, I have ever known.  It is clear from his preference for all things human (especially female) that he believes he
is a person and should be treated like one.   Tina is again secure in her position as dominatrix of the flock.  It’s just as I’ve said.
These birds are people wearing feather outfits.

Coming soon:  Caring for Crayon



6 The Capital Flyer August 2005

AFA in Brief - July 2005

...continued on page 7

Editor Carol Brasaemle

EDUCATIONAL RETREAT
The American Federation of Aviculture and the Tambopata Macaw Project present: Parrots in the wild and in aviculture -
An educational retreat to Tambopata, Peru, 8 - 16 November 2005.

See the rain forest and parrots in the wild. Visit the world’s largest clay lick, see up to 15 species of wild parrots and
macaws, observe wild parrot behavior up close and see the forest canopy from a 140 ft tower.

Lectures and discussions include:
• The role of aviculture in conservation
• Captive and wild parrot nutrition
• Community-based conservation efforts
• Macaw reintroduction
• How YOU can help conserve wild parrots
• Disease risks to captive and wild parrots
• Clay licks and parrots: What’s the real dirt?
• The Tambopata Macaw Project

Trip leaders are Donald Brightsmith, Ph.D., Duke University
Macaw Project Leader, and Dr. Brian Speer .

Trip details:
• 9 days, 8 nights
• Hosted at the famed Tambopata Research Center
• $2,000 per person from Lima, Peru
• Proceeds to benefit the AFA and The Tambopata Macaw Project

For reservations contact:
Milagros Saux
msaux@rainforest.com.pe
For more information visit www.duke.edu/~djb4

NEW SPECIAL EDITION CITES PINS TO BE RELEASED AT THE 2005 CONVENTION IN MIAMI!

The long-awaited next round of CITES pins will be available at the 2005 AFA Convention in Miami in August. This set
of five pins spell out the initials for CITES.  They are:
• C - Fig Parrot
• I – Paradise Tanager
• T - Cock of the Rock
• E - Hooded Parrot
• S - Bearded Barbet

This limited edition is available individually or as a framed and mounted set. A few samples of the framed sets will be
available at the AFA Booth in Miami, so stop by and check them out. This is a “must have” for the long-time collectors
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Welcome
New 2005 Members

Membership Report
July 1, 2005

Exchange Memberships 18
Single Memberships 38
Family Memberships 16

Total Memberships 72

Wendy Ernst 
Alice L. Petersen 
Georgi Higel 
Susie Delgado 
Tom Brooks 
Della Jacot 
Tamara Newman 
Marguerite Smith 
Linda B. DeMartino 
Sally O'Dwyer & Family 
Janet Dillon 
Linda Lehman 
Pamela Thompson & Family 
Jean McCormick 
Cathy Sauceda 
 

Treasurer’s Report
July 27, 2005

Beginning Balance: $1800.47

Total Income: $12.00
  Raffles at Meetings $12.00

Total Expenses: $111.93
  Postage for 3 months $111.93

Ending Balance: $1700.54
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CLUB INFORMATION...
NCBC Officers and Board Members

NCBC is affiliated with the American
Federation of Aviculture, Bird Clubs of
Virginia, and Bird Clubs of America.
NCBC is dedicated to education and
aviculture with respect to all types of
birds.

Annual DUES are payable on January
1 of each year:  Individual  - $20;  Family
- $25.  After June, dues are one-half the
above amount.  Make checks payable to
NCBC and send to: National Capital
Bird Club, 4615 Harvard Road, College
Park, MD 20740.

Club MEETINGS are normally held the
first Sunday of each month at 3:30p.m.
at the McLean Government Center, 1437
Balls Hill Road, McLean, VA; (703)
356-0551.

DIRECTIONS TO MEETINGS:
From Capital Beltway (I-495):  Exit onto
Rt. 123 EAST (toward McLean).
Follow Rt. 123/Dolly Madison through
watching for small blue sign that says
“police substation.”  Turn left onto
Lewinsville Road.  Take immediate right
on to Balls Hill Rd.

BIRDS are normally welcome at
meetings; however, NCBC assumes no
responsibility for their safety or welfare.

REFRESHMENTS: Please bring a
snack to share at the meetings whenever
you can.  It doesn’t need to be fancy or
handmade, store-bought is fine.

DONATE USED MAGAZINES:
Please donate your old magazines to the
Club Librarian when you are finished
with them. The club resells these at bird
marts and it really helps out in raising
money.

NCBC Editorial Policies:
The views and opinions expressed in this
newsletter are not necessarily those of
the Editor, the Club or its members.
Unless otherwise stated, articles
appearing in The Capital Flyer may be
reprinted provided that credit is given
to the author and The Capital Flyer. To
protect other authors, permission must
be obtained from the original source.
Send articles or newsletter submissions
to:  Carol Rees, NCBC Editor, 4615
Harvard Road, College Park, MD
20740-3752 or carol.rees@usa.com

CLASSSIFED AD RATES:

Ad Type      Member     Non-Member

Line Ad       Free 15¢/word -
$ 3 min.

Bus. Card    Free $ 5
¼ page $5 $10
½ page $8 $15

NCBC Advertising Policies:
Advertisements appearing in The
Capital Flyer are not endorsed by
NCBC unless stated otherwise. NCBC
assumes no responsibility for
advertiser’s claims or the quality of their
product or service. NCBC reserves the
right to refuse any advertisement it
considers inappropriate. Advertisements
must be prepaid.

Article & Info Submission:
Please submit all articles and info for
the newsletter to Carol Rees at 4615
Harvard Road, College Park, MD
20740-3752 or to her email address of
carol.rees@usa.com

President ................................................... John Long ................ 703-771-9678......... jodo@eswis.net
Vice-President .......................................... Kitty Miller .............. 703-914-1050.........kittibel@hotmail.com
Treasurer .................................................. Wayne Porter .......... 703-751-5717.........ponypair@hotmail.com
Secretary ................................................... Carol Rees ................ 301-277-9846......... carol.rees@usa.com
Audit Committee Chair .......................... OPEN
Hospitality Committee Chair ................. Elizabeth Moore ...... 703-751-5717
Library Committee Chair ...................... OPEN
Newsletter Committee Chair .................. Carol Rees ................ 301-277-9846......... carol.rees@usa.com
Publicity Committee Chair .................... Jeanne Nathanson ... 301-263-0770
Ways & Means Committee Chair .......... OPEN
AFA Delegate ............................................ Tom Marshall .......... 703-777-3252......... tmarshall@cbmove.com
AFA Delegate ............................................ John Long ................ 703-771-9678......... jodo@eswis.net
BCV Delegate ........................................... John Long ................ 703-771-9678......... jodo@eswis.net
BCV Delegate ........................................... OPEN



UPCOMING EVENTS

National Capital Bird Club
4615 Harvard Road
College Park, MD  20740-3752

Address Correction Requested

August 3-6, 2005
AFA 2005 Convention

Miami, FL
http://afabirds.org

August 13th, 2005 (10-12am)
Adoption Luau and Foraging Seminar

Vienna Community Center
http://www.phoenixlanding.org/seminars.htm

August 21, 2005
Maryland All Canary Club’s Baby Bird Show

Big Pool Community Center
Big Pool, MD

(301) 842-2956

August 28, 2005 (9am-4pm)
Mid-Atlantic Bird Mart

Tysons Corner VA. Westpark Best Western Hotel
Admission $3.00

Contact John Long at 703-771-9678 or jodo@eswis.net

October 15, 2005 (9am-4pm)
Baltimore Bird Fancier's 65th Annual Bird Show

Tall Cedars of Lebanon Hall
Parkville, MD

December 4, 2005 (9am-4pm)
Mid-Atlantic Bird Mart

Tysons Corner VA. Westpark Best Western Hotel
Admission $3.00

Contact John Long at 703-771-9678 or jodo@eswis.net


