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The NCBC will be holding a bake sale at their table at the December Bird
Mart to raise money. All members who bring backed goods before 10am for
sale at the Bird Mart will be admitted for free. Elizabeth Moore is coordinating
workers at the table so all who are willing to volunteer please contact her at
(703) 751-5717.

November is for Lovebirds

Dec Meeting Changed to 12th

Renew Your NCBC Membership

Because the December meeting date conflicts with the December Bird
Mart, the NCBC December meeting, which is the Holiday Party, will be held
on December 12th. Bozena Pait has graciously agreed to host the party at her
house. Directions and instructions on what to bring will be announced in the
next newsletter.

Bake Sale at
December Bird Mart

NCBC 2004 memberships expire at the end of the calendar year. The club
is now accepting memberships for 2005. The dues will remain at $20/year for
a single membership and $25/year for a family membership. All new
members who sign up for 2005 before the end of the year will receive the
remaining newsletters for 2004. Show your support of the club and renew
your membership early. The membership form is on page 8.

November 7, 2004
December 12, 2004 **

 p 2 NCBC Messageboard
 p 3 Oct 3, 2004 Club Minutes
 p 4 Liz Wilson Event
 p 5 AFA News in Brief - Sep
 p 7 Lost African Grey Parrot
 p 8 Club News
 p 9 Club Information

Carol Rees will be bringing her three lovebirds (Pierre, Klaatu, and Nikto)
to the club meeting and will speak on this small but delightful member of the
parrot family. Deborah Droke from D & D Pet Products (Peck and Coo) had
to cancel at the last minute as the November speaker but provided a box of
free samples that will be distributed at the meeting.
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New NCBC Messageboard
Carol Rees has created a messageboard for the NCBC to assist in the exchange of ideas such as publicity, fund raising,

newsletter ideas, etc. Since club members live over a wide geographical area in the DC area making it difficult to meet
physically outside of regular club meetings for planning meetings,  it is hoped that this will help  facilitate the exchange of
ideas.  It is an Ezboard messageboard that doesn’t have any ads on it. Club members are encouraged to post their ideas on
it. It will be read by board members on a regular basis. The web address is http://p207.ezboard.com/bncbc and it can also
be found by searching for NCBC under www.ezboard.com

Below is a screen capture of its layout

The club wants to extend its thanks to Kelsie Holtje for her service as club president for
January through September 2004.

Thanks Kelsie!
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Minutes for October 3, 2004 Meeting
There was no special speaker for the

October meeting. It was a general
business meeting and brain-storming
session. Topics covered included way to
increase membership and meeting
attendance.

It was suggested and approved that
Kelsie Holtje will be thanked in the next
newsletter for her service as club
president for the past nine months.  Carol
Rees has agreed to do this task

A vote was taken and the club voted
to subscribe to Ed Cravens’ newsletter
which did cost $12/year some time ago.
It provides articles that can be included
in our club newsletter. The actual cost
may be higher than that but is not
expected to exceed $25. John Long will
give Carol Rees the email address to
obtain it.

Since The Animal Exchange is no
longer providing items to raffle off, their
advertisement will be discontinued in
the newsletter.

A raffle will be held at all future
meetings. John Long will provide the
raffle items.

The club minutes from the previous
month will be read at each meeting and
approved by the attending members.

It was brought up that the newsletter
exchange memberships should be
reviewed. The club currently exchanges
newsletters with 17 other entities.

The following board positions are
open and need to be filled immediately:
Vice-President, Ways and Means
Committee Chairperson, and Publicity
Committee Chairperson, and Library
Committee Chairperson.

The following board positions are
open and need to be filled immediately:
Vice-President, BCV Delegate, AFA
Delegate. Currently the club has one
AFA Delegate, Tom Marshall, but there
are actually two AFA Delegate positions.
The BCV has meetings in Richmond
approximately six times per year that the

BCV delegate would need to attend.
The non-board positions of BCV

Delegate, AFA Delegate also need to be
filled. Currently the club has one AFA
Delegate, Tom Marshall, but there are
actually two AFA Delegate positions.
The same applies to the BCV.  BCV has
it’s meetings in Richmond
approximately six times per year that the
delegate would need to attend. Some
meetings are held on line so a computer
with an internet connection is required

Kelsie Holtje currently has
possession of the library materials as
well as the club banner and raffle ticket
cages. Wayne Porter will pick up all club
materials from her residence and transfer
them to John Long. John Long and
Elizabeth Moore will inventory the
library materials after they are received.

The Librarian will need to store the
library materials, determine the lending
policies, and keep records of the items
on loan and in the library. When there is
a Librarian, a listing of the library items
will be put in the newsletter along with
the lending policies.

It was brought up that the next bird
mart for December 5, 2004 is scheduled
for the same day as the December
meeting of the bird club. Because of this
it was decided that the December
meeting date will be changed to
December 12th. The December meeting
is the Holiday Party.

Currently, Bozena Pait has the old
magazines and has been storing them at
her house and bringing them to the bird
marts. She will be given the club banner
after it is obtained from Kelsie so that
she can bring it along with the magazines
to the bird marts.

It was decided that the club would
host a bake sale at the December 5th Bird
Mart. Members donating baked goods
will receive free admittance the Bird
Mart. Baked goods should be brought
to the mart before 10am. Elizabeth

Moore will be in charge of organizing
the NCBC table and will be assisted by
Fran Feiner. An announcement about the
bake sale will be put on the front page
of the next newsletter.

The club is reinstituting the club
achievement award. A member will be
selected by the general membership at
the December meeting, and the award
will be purchased and presents by BCV
each year at the BCV convention
banquet.

The club board of Director will meet
at designated times to decide on the
club’s direction and goals and present
their plan at the following meeting for
club discussion.

Tammy Ellison volunteered to
reserve the club meeting room for 2005
and will send Carol Rees the 2005
meeting dates after they are confirmed.

Carol Rees will send Laurel Rosinger
and Andrew Buechele the electronic
files she has for the club logo. They will
attempt to refine the image and enlarge
it. We need a good electronic version of
the club logo for future fund raising
projects such as club tee shirts, tote bags,
and decals.

Wayne Porter will be looking into
pricing information on golf and tee
shirts.

Carol Rees will provide all of the
board members with a current roster of
the club members.

It was suggested that new members
receive a membership kit. One
suggestion was a list of area avian
veterinarians. Carol Rees will provide
the latest list that she has for this and it
will be reviewed by the membership to
make sure that it is accurate and
complete to the best of our knowledge.
Hopefully, there will be other
suggestions for the membership kit.

...continued on page 8
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    Saturday,   NOVEMBER 20th,  2:00 - 5:00 PM   
LIZ WILSON, CVT & RENOWNED PARROT BEHAVIOR CONSULTANT

John C. Wood Complex, 3730 Old Lee Highway, Room 6, Fairfax, VA
AND SUPER HOLIDAY PARROT TOY and GIFT SHOPPING EXTRAVAGANZA

Liz, a certified veterinary technician, has been living and work-
ing with parrots for thirty-five years, with twenty years of
experience specializing in avian and exotic animal nursing. Her
feathered companion is a 50+ year-old female blue and gold
macaw named Sam, who has shared her life for 28 years.

She has gained recognition internationally as a parrot behavior
consultant, thanks to her seminars, freelance writing, and consul-
tations with parrot owners.  An experienced and entertaining
speaker, she has done extensive lecturing at avian veterinary
conferences, avicultural conferences, companion parrot confer-
ences, and bird clubs both here and in Europe.  She writes
extensively in parrot magazines such as the Companion Parrot
Quarterly and Bird Talk.   

Liz has also joined our Board of Directors, as our VP for Educa-
tion.  And a great educator she is!   We welcome her back to our “Ask the Expert” series again in 2004.   She always
has fresh insights and clear guidance.   We can count on Liz to get to the important points that make such a difference
in the way we live with and love the birds in our lives.  Thank you, Liz, for all that you continue to do for the parrots.
 
If you are interested in a personal consultation regarding your parrot(s) while Liz is in the Washington DC area, she
can be contacted via e-mail at lwilsoncvt@att.net  or by phone at (215) 946-5964.

This is an auction for EVERYONE, not just parrot lovers!   We have some wonderful sponsors, and all others are
still welcome.   Come bid on some great items or gift certificates from such sponsors as:  Nora’s Arlington Gift and
Garden Store, Sun and Moon Yoga Studio, Ballston Animal Hospital, Mrs. McGregor’s Garden Shop, Cassatt’s Cafe
and Gallery, Imagination Station, Hurt’s Dry Cleaners, IOTA Club and Cafe, Mr. Day’s Sports Bar, Dan & Brad’s
Restaurant, Old Dominion Brewing Company, Exotica Florist, Sjtorm Theory, Kennedy Center, Hilton Hotel
Ballston, and Loudon Center Apiaries.

If you would like to donate an item or certificate to this fun-filled event, please email our chairperson, Kristin, at
kristin@phoenixlanding.org

   Sunday,  NOVEMBER 7th,  3:00 - 5:00 PM      
FIRST ANNUAL EAT AND TREAT SILENT AUCTION

Sponsored by Las Tasca Restaurant
2900 Wilson Blvd, Arlington, VA
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AFA in Brief - September 2004
ANIMAL WELFARE ACT: USDA WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Thanks to NAWA’s Steve Duncan for this information!

Letter to AFA Members
Re: USDA Proposed Regulations: Animal Welfare; Regulations and Standards for Birds, Rats, and Mice

As a result of a lawsuit by an Animal Rights organization, the USDA is now forced to regulate birds under the Animal
Welfare Act (AWA), but the USDA has no prior experience at regulating birds under the AWA. To facilitate a coordinated
effort at developing appropriate recommendations from the perspective of the avicultural community, the National Avian
Welfare Alliance (NAWA) was formed with representatives from a broad cross-section of bird specialty groups including,
bird trainers and avian veterinarians, as well as organizations for keepers of racing pigeons, waterfowl and pheasants,
finches, softbills, and parrots. NAWA has completed most of these recommended regulations and is preparing to submit
them to the USDA.

At the 2004 AFA Convention, USDA representatives indicated that in order for our side to be heard, we needed to get our
members to make comments regarding the impact that AWA regulations would have on those of us involved in keeping
and breeding birds. They urged each of us to get all of our members to respond.

The participants in NAWA would like to urge you to make comments to the USDA to provide them with information on
the impact of covering birds under the AWA. These comments can be made by the internet or letters to the USDA. The
original comment period has been extended and Comments must be submitted by November 1, 2004. If we do not make
these comments, the comments of the Animals Rights Activist side will be taken into consideration rather than
ours. It is possible that all or most of us may be exempted from these regulations, if we get enough comments into the
USDA showing the negative impact that AWA regulations would have on us.

NAWA has identified several key issues of concern. When making your comments, please emphasize some of these
points:

1. The largest majority of us are Hobbyists for which bird breeding is not a money- making venture. Many facilities are
lucky just to cover expenses and any added expenses under the AWA would force them out of raising birds.

2. Any inspections will have a detrimental effect on your ability to propagate any rare or endangered species because
many rare or endangered species may kill their mates or abandon their nests while being inspected by a stranger.

3. The inspections are done in normal business hours and that most of us hold normal jobs that take us away at those
times, so we would not be able to be present at the times we would be inspected or show our records to the
inspectors.

4. The quantity of paperwork that is required under current AWA regulations (besides the paperwork you already may
do for Fish and Wildlife and State Departments) is not possible for most bird keepers to maintain. It would require
you to hire someone to keep up with the records alone. This represents and unreasonable burden on most and would
force many to sell their birds due to the financial expense of hiring a bookkeeper.

5. The additional cost of keeping the birds to the current USDA requirements would be so costly that we could not
afford to keep the birds we now have.

6. When people quit raising birds, the effect will be felt throughout our nation. The ripple effect of this taking place
could cost the U.S. economy many hundreds of million of dollars and thousands of jobs as a result of greatly reduced
demand for the wide variety of bird foods and bird-related equipment.

7. As the supply of domestic bred birds is decreased, the demand for smuggled birds will increase resulting in greater
risk of the introduction of avian diseases such as Exotic Newcastles Disease.

...continued on page 6
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Please take the time to make comments to the USDA and hopefully keep us from having AWA regulations put in
place. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact NAWA at: comments@nawabirds.org . Comments
should be sent directly to the USDA per the following information.

Information you need to comment to the USDA:

The text form with the questions USDA is asking can be found on: http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppd/rad/webrepor.html

Then click Animal Care
Then choose: Animal Welfare; Regulations and Standards for Birds, Rats, and Mice

Docket Number 98-106-4
Advance notice of proposed rulemaking and request for comments
9 CFR Parts 2 and 3
Published June 4, 2004
69 FR 31537

In order for the USDA to consider your written comments you MUST submit them to the USDA by one of their approved
methods:

1. POSTAL MAIL:   Send your written letters as follows:
Postal Mail/Commercial Delivery: Please send four copies of your comment (an original and three copies) to Docket
No.98-106-4,  Regulatory Analysis and Development, PPD, APHIS, Station 3C71, 4700 River Road Unit 118,
Riverdale, MD 20737-1238. Please state that your comment refers to Docket No.
98-106-4.

2. EMAIL: Address your email comment to: <mailto:regulations@aphis.usda.gov>
regulations@aphis.usda.gov. Your comment must be contained in the body of your message; do not send attached
files. Please include your name and address in your message and “Docket No. 98-106-4” on the subject line.

3. Commenting on the USDA COMMENTS WEBSITE at http://comments.aphis.usda.gov
According to the USDA, this web form is designed to allow commenters to associate each of their comments with
the issues identified in the advance notice, and to allow APHIS to more easily analyze the comments received
regarding each issue. (BUT please note that this website is not reliable, and is often unavailable. Do not rely on the
website as your only method of commenting to the USDA).

4. READING ROOM: You may read any comments that we receive on Docket No. 98-106-4 in our reading room. The
reading room is located in room 1141 of the USDA South Building, 14th Street and Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC. Normal reading room hours are 8 am. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, except holidays. To be
sure someone is there to help you, please call (202) 690-2817 before coming.

5. OTHER INFORMATION: You may view APHIS documents published in the Federal Register and related
information, including the names of groups and individuals who have commented on APHIS dockets, on the Internet
at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppd/rad/webrepor.html .
Press Release: http://www.aphis.usda.gov/lpa/news/2004/06/ac_birdratmice.html

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING BIRD REGULATION UNDER THE AWA, PLEASE CONTACT
NAWA AT COMMENTS@NAWABIRDS.ORG

AFA in Brief - September 2004 continued from page 5

...continued on page 7
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NOTE: PLEASE DO NOT RESPOND EMOTIONALLY, BUT WITH REASON AND LOGIC IF YOU
WISH TO BE HEARD!

PLEASE HELP BIRDS AND AVICULTURISTS AFFECTED BY THE HURRICANES THROUGH THE AFA
DISASTER RELIEF FUND!

During Hurricane Andrew, the American Federation of Aviculture established a Disaster Relief Fund to assist
aviculturists who have been affected by natural events such as hurricanes, wild fires, earthquakes, etc. AFA volunteers
were involved in helping aviculturists and their birds deal with short term relief of their situations. When the wildfires hit
California, assistance was made available from the Disaster Relief Fund and affected individuals were helped. Now, with
hurricanes Charley, Frances and Ivan gone, the Disaster Relief Fund is there to help our friends in Florida and on the
Gulf Coast.

From the day after hurricane Charley passed, Fred Smith, the AFA Regional Director for Florida, has been actively
working to help those in need. He has been the focal point of offers of assistance, monetary and physical. Numerous
people, organizations, and businesses have donated money, caging, food, and labor to get their fellow aviculturists on
their feet again.  If you would like to donate money to the Disaster Relief Fund, you may do so by sending your check to
the American Federation of Aviculture
office at:

American Federation of Aviculture
Post Office Box 7312
Kansas City, MO 64116

Or, if you would like to donate via credit card, you may contact the office at 816-421-2473.  If you would like your
donation to go directly to the Disaster Relief Fund, please note that in the memo line or let the
office know of your intention. If you have physical items, such as bird food, cage wire, cages, dishes, etc. that you would
like to donate, please contact Fred Smith directly at fredsmith@netzero.net or 863-858-6739. In addition, if you are
someone in need of assistance or know someone in need of assistance, please contact Fred at the above email or phone
number immediately. He is coordinating all efforts and will respond as quickly as possible.

Experts in emergency management have indicated that oftentimes there is more relief and help needed weeks after the
initial event as opposed to the first few days afterward. People have managed through their immediate crises. Many jobs
have been lost, which means that bird food supplies are starting to dwindle. Birds that were loose have been caught, but
are in carriers while their cages need repair. This is when the Disaster Relief Fund can help get people through their
transition period until they are able to rebuild their lives. Again, please consider helping your fellow aviculturists recover
from this natural disaster. Thank you to all the generous people who have already done so much to help.

Thanks to Brenda Piper (pipersparrots@comcast.net) for this information!

AFA in Brief - September 2004 continued from page 6

LOST AFRICAN GREY in/near BALTIMORE, MD

An African Grey Parrot was advertised as lost in the Baltimore Sun October 5th, Sunday newspaper.
There is a Reward if the bird is found. You can contact (443) 919-6787 if you have any leads as to where it
may be.
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CLUB NEWS...
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Treasurer’s Report
October 22, 2004

Beginning Balance: $1243.70

Total Income: $8.00
   Decal Sales $8.00
  Advertisements $8.00

Total Expenses: $528.18
  Newletter Printing for
    July, Aug, Sep, Oct $351.89
  Newsletter Postage for
    July, Aug, Sep, Oct $135.29
  New Checks $19.00
  Birdkeeping Naturally $22.00

Ending Balance: $723.52

Membership Report
October 20, 2004

Exchange Memberships 17
Single Memberships 31
Family Memberships 17

Total Memberships 65

Minutes for October 3, 2004
Meeting  from page 3

Anybody who signs up between now
and January 1, 2005 for 2005 club
membership will receive the remaining
2004 newsletters for free.

Starting with the next issue of the
newsletter, the membership form
included in it will be for 2005 rather than
2004.

Laurel will be asking members if
they are will to host the Holiday Party.

New flyers need to be done. They
will be needed for the December Bird
Mart to hand out to prospective new
members. Also, flyers that can be put
up on bulletin boards with pull-tabs
attached to them (with Elizabeth’s phone
number and our web site address) need

to be done. These can be put up at
grocery stores, libraries, and other
places. Carol Rees will give Elizabeth
Moore and John Long prospective
samples and they will review them.
Elizabeth Moore will get them
reproduced.

It was mentioned that the club used
to have name tags at the meetings. We
might want to invest in these again.
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CLUB INFORMATION...
NCBC Officers and Board Members

NCBC is affiliated with the American
Federation of Aviculture, Bird Clubs of
Virginia, and Bird Clubs of America.
NCBC is dedicated to education and
aviculture with respect to all types of
birds.

Annual DUES are payable on January
1 of each year:  Individual  - $20;  Family
- $25.  After June, dues are one-half the
above amount.  Make checks payable to
NCBC and send to: National Capital
Bird Club, 4615 Harvard Road, College
Park, MD 20740.

Club MEETINGS are normally held the
first Sunday of each month at 3:30p.m.
at the McLean Government Center, 1437
Balls Hill Road, McLean, VA; (703)
356-0551.

DIRECTIONS TO MEETINGS:
From Capital Beltway (I-495):  Exit onto
Rt. 123 EAST (toward McLean).
Follow Rt. 123/Dolly Madison through
watching for small blue sign that says
“police substation.”  Turn left onto
Lewinsville Road.  Take immediate right
on to Balls Hill Rd.

BIRDS are normally welcome at
meetings; however, NCBC assumes no
responsibility for their safety or welfare.

REFRESHMENTS: Please bring a
snack to share at the meetings whenever
you can.  It doesn’t need to be fancy or
handmade, store-bought is fine.

DONATE USED MAGAZINES:
Please donate your old magazines to the
Club Librarian when you are finished
with them. The club resells these at bird
marts and it really helps out in raising
money.

NCBC Editorial Policies:
The views and opinions expressed in this
newsletter are not necessarily those of
the Editor, the Club or its members.
Unless otherwise stated, articles
appearing in The Capital Flyer may be
reprinted provided that credit is given
to the author and The Capital Flyer. To
protect other authors, permission must
be obtained from the original source.
Send articles or newsletter submissions
to:  Carol Rees, NCBC Editor, 4615
Harvard Road, College Park, MD
20740-3752 or carol.rees@usa.com

CLASSSIFED AD RATES:

Ad Type      Member     Non-Member
Line Ad       Free 15¢/word -

 $ 3 min.
Bus. Card    $3  $ 5
¼ page        $5  $10
½ page        $8  $15

NCBC Advertising Policies:
Advertisements appearing in The
Capital Flyer are not endorsed by
NCBC unless stated otherwise. NCBC
assumes no responsibility for
advertiser’s claims or the quality of their
product or service. NCBC reserves the
right to refuse any advertisement it
considers inappropriate. Advertisements
must be prepaid.

Article & Info Submission:
Please submit all articles and info for
the newsletter to Carol Rees at 4615
Harvard Road, College Park, MD
20740-3752 or to her email address of
carol.rees@usa.com

President ................................................... John Long ................ 703-771-9678......... jodo@eswis.net
Vice-President .......................................... OPEN
Treasurer .................................................. Wayne Porter .......... 703-751-5717.........ponypair@hotmail.com
Secretary ................................................... Carol Rees ................ 301-277-9846......... carol.rees@usa.com
Audit Committee Chair .......................... OPEN
Hospitality Committee Chair ................. OPEN
Library Committee Chair ...................... OPEN
Newsletter Committee Chair .................. Carol Rees ................ 301-277-9846......... carol.rees@usa.com
Publicity Committee Chair .................... OPEN
Ways & Means Committee Chair .......... OPEN
AFA Delegate ............................................ Tom Marshall .......... 703-777-3252
AFA Delegate ............................................ OPEN
BCV Delegate ........................................... OPEN
BCV Delegate ........................................... OPEN



UPCOMING EVENTS

National Capital Bird Club
4615 Harvard Road
College Park, MD  20740-3752

Address Correction Requested

November 7, 2004 (3pm-5pm)
First Annual Eat and Treat Silent Auction

Phoenix Landing
La Tasca Restaurant
2900 Wilson Blvd

Arlington, VA
http://www.phoenixlanding.org/seminars.htm

November 20, 2004 (2pm-5pm)
Liz Wilson

John C. Wood Complex, Room 6
3730 Old Lee Highway

Fairfax, VA
Donation $20

http://www.phoenixlanding.org/seminars.htm

December 5, 2004 (9am-4pm)
Mid-Atlantic Bird Mart

Tysons Corner VA. Westpark Best Western Hotel
Admission $3.00

Contact John Long at 703-771-9678 or jodo@eswis.net

December 12, 2004 (2pm-4pm)
Dr. Leigh Clayton, DVM

Clicker Training for Birds
TBA

http://www.phoenixlanding.org/seminars.htm


