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June 1st NCBC Picnic

* Note date change
** Different Location

Bozena Pait and her husband have very graciously opened their home and yard
located in Vienna, Virginia to be the site of our 2003 NCBC picnic, which will be
held on June 1, 2003 starting at 2pm. The club is providing plates, plastic, napkins,
hotdogs, hamburgers, and veggie burgers. The Paits have generously offered to
provide the sodas. Club members are asked to bring a side dish or dessert. The
picnic will be held outside if the weather is good; otherwise, the party will be
brought inside.

Do not bring your birds to this picnic. The bird in residence (Aga) is sick
with Internal Papillomatosis.

Directions and a map to the Pait’s is on page 2.

July’s Speaker is Kelsie Holtje
She will be speaking on parrot behavior. She has been trained by Liz Wilson as

a Bird Behaviorist and will be giving important incite on how to  modify your
bird’s behavior. Get your questions on parrot behavior ready!

Two sweet, healthy, young, beautiful cockatiels in need of a very loving
permanent or foster home due to child’s possible allergic reaction combined with
demands of caring for three babies under one year old.   One cockatiel is a three
year old pied.  The other is a one-year-old white cockatiel.  Both are assumed to be
female, and are very tame and affectionate.  Owners are seeking an excellent home
where they will receive lots of attention and be very well cared for.  One or both
cages and supplies will be provided free of charge, and owners prefer that the
cockatiels stay together, if possible.   For more information, please contact Tivah
and/or Jeff Brown at 703-758-9010 or at tnjbrown@yahoo.com.

Pair of Cockatiels for Adoption

June 8 Fredericksburg, VA Bird Mart Has Been Cancelled

New Internet Bird Site
There is a new Internet bird site at http://www.BirdBoard.com  A great site

that’s been around for quite awhile is http://www.upatsix.com/
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Directions to Picnic
Directions to the picnic from the McLean Government Center:

• Start out going Southwest on Balls Hills Rd toward Lewinsville Rd.
• Right onto 123 (Dolley Madison Blvd/Chain Bridge Road) towards      Tysons Corner, Oakton. (The road will change

name to: Maple Ave in Vienna)
• Left on Park Street
• Past two stop signs (the second stop sign is next to Elementary school on your right)
• Past Kingsley Road (on your right), past Fardale Street
• Turn right onto Casmar Street to house # 104 on right side.

Bozena & Tony Pait
104 Casmar Street
Vienna, VA   22180
TEL. 703 207 0384 Please call if you have any questions.

Note:
Park Street ends on Cedar Lane, if you will see stop lights – go to the Cedar shopping center on your right and back onto
Park Street. From here take second street (Casmar St.) to the left. The house is on right side.
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Splish Splash by John Davey

Last month I told you how the Davey
parrots – Old Teddy Bird, the plucked
nekkid Quaker hen, and Old Bilbo Bob
Bird, the sweet, stubborn Meyers drake
– would use their cage water dishes to
make poop soup and pellet stew.  We
solved that problem by finally installing
water bottles in both bird’s cages.

Even with the water bottles, the birds
were able to shove open the ball stoppers
on the water bottles and soak their food
or enjoy a leisurely shower.  And that
leads us to another consideration of
water and birds and the combination of
the two.

Every single bird that I have ever
known has loved – simply loved – to
bathe in their water dishes.  It has always
seemed that no matter how small the
dish, no matter how inaccessible the
location, my birds have always loved to
bathe in their drinking water.

So, once I solved the poop soup and
pellet stew problem, I still had to
consider how to satisfy the bird’s innate
love of bathing.  Now, I have probably
purchased every birdbath available to
pet bird owners.  All of these
contraptions work – to a greater or lesser
extent.  They all seem to be plastic
bubbles that attach to a cage door – sorta’
like installing a bathtub in an upstairs
sunroom.

Now, I really do wish that birdcage
and birdbath manufacturers might some
day get together – say at an AFA
convention – and decide to standardize
sizes and dimensions.  I have never, ever
had a birdbath match the size or
configuration of any cage door.  They
are either too large or too small, and the
attachment mechanism?  Just
forgeddaboutit!

It’s sort of like one of those other
great mysteries of the universe – Why
do the food companies always bag a
dozen hot dog rolls, but put only 8
hotdogs in a package?  I try, and I fix,

and I jury rig, and eventually I come up
with some way to keep the birdbath on
the cage without it falling off – too often
– and without the birds escaping through
the gap – too often. 

Now, when it comes to bathing, both
of my birds are completely different
individuals.  They both have different
ways of getting wet.  Old Teddy Bird,
our plucked Quaker, just loves to dive
right in.  She is always the first in and
loves to plop right in the deepest part of
the water.  She stands and dips and
flutters and splashes and generally has
a wonderful time.  You haven’t lived
until you have seen an almost
completely plucked bird, soaking wet,
with each and every remaining feather
sticking out in every direction.

Old Bilbo Bob, the sweet Meyers
parrot, is a completely different bather,
altogether.  Bilbo prefers the more
cautious approach to bathing.  He insists
that he always keep one foot securely
on the side of the bathtub.  It takes a lot
of maneuvering and posturing and
bending and stretching to get completely
wet, that way.  Bur somehow, Bilbo
manages.  He hangs on; he holds on; he
dips; he stretches; he dunks.  The funny
part comes when he loses his grip on
the side of the birdbath and slides down
into the water.  There is always a wild
scramble to get back up on the side of
the tub and a (I swear) look of
foolishness on his face.  “Gee!  I hope
no one noticed my clumsiness!”

While Teddy soaks for a long time,
like some sort of Roman nobility, Bilbo
is more of the “get in – get out” type of
bather.  But both birds get the job done,
and they both wind up looking like wet,
disheveled feather dusters.  After
bathing, both birds always climb to a top
perch for a long session of preening and
oiling.  Teddy Bird may not have many
feathers, but she still spends time and
effort on the feathers she has left.

Both birds also enjoy a bath on the
kitchen counter – in a glass pie pan or a
shallow dish.  The birds especially like
to bathe in one of those (clean) roller
brush paint trays.  They both seem to like
the textured ramp that lets them walk
slowly down in to the water and choose
the depth that’s best for them.  I have
found – through unscientific observation
– that both birds prefer shallow – even a
quarter inch – depth to a deeper – 2-inch
– depth.

It’s funny.  I know a lot of bird
owners who swear that their birds love
to bathe in a bathroom and/or kitchen
sink.  The birds will even scramble down
an owner’s arm to get to the sink water.  
These birds even love to shower under
a lightly running tap.  Not my brood! 
Neither bird likes those nasty old sinks,
and they will absolutely freak if I even
bring them near those chambers of
horror.  We all know that it takes all
kinds.  I just have two of a kind.

I’m not even going to mention
bathroom showers.  I’m not even going
to mention some crazy guy (me) that I
know who had one of his shower tubs
replaced and retiled after the rigors of
two now-grown teenaged sons.  I won’t
tell you about this same guy (still me)
who had a long argument with the tile
installer who objected to putting the new
tile towel rack low on the rear wall of
the shower.  I won’t tell you how the tile
guy said, “That’s crazy, Mister!  If I put
the towel rack in that spot, all of the
towels will be soaked every time you
turn on the shower!”  I just hope that
we stay in this house for a long time and
don’t ever have to explain the odd
location of the towel rack to a
prospective buyer.  Of course, if the
prospective buyer is a parrot owner,
maybe we could raise the asking price!
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CLUB NEWS
Treasurer’s Report

April 2003

Beginning Balance: $2681.58

Total Income: $0.00

Total Expenses: $125.00
  AFA Membership $125.00

Ending Balance: $2556.58
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National Capital Bird Club
Meeting Minutes 5/4/03

Membership Report
May 2003

Exchange Memberships 18
Single Memberships 36
Family Memberships 21

Total Memberships 75

Jerry De Poyster , who works for
Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture spoke on regulation and
impending laws involving pet birds. The
government will be enacting a law
governing the minimum requirements
for humanely keeping a pet bird such as
cage size, access to water and food,
much like the laws already on the books
for dogs and cats. He also gave us a
briefing on Exotic Newcastle Disease
(END), which is rampant in parts of
California and Texas.

Tammy Ellison read us a letter from
the Nature Conservancy concerning the
upcoming exposé about them in the
Washington Post.





UPCOMING EVENTS

National Capital Bird Club
4615 Harvard Road
College Park, MD  20740-3752

Address Correction Requested

August 6-9, 2003
AFA 2003 Convention

Adam’s Mark Hotel - San Antonio Riverwalk
San Antonio, TX 78205

For Hotel Toll Free: 1-800-444-ADAM (2326)
For AFA: 816-421-BIRD (2473)

August 24, 2003
Mid- Atlantic Bird Mart

Tysons Westpark Best Western
McLean, VA  (703) 771-9678

October 4-5, 2003
1st American Amazona Convention

Hampton Holiday Inn & Conference Center
Mercury Blvd at I-64

Hampton, VA
http://www.amazonasociety.org/TASconvention.html

October 26, 2003
Mid- Atlantic Bird Mart
Fredericksburg Holidy Inn

I-95 & Rt #3
Fredericksburg, VA  (540) 786-8321

November 23, 2003
Mid- Atlantic Bird Mart

Tysons Westpark Best Western
McLean, VA  (703) 771-9678




